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Harnessing Dogs f or Hi gh

By Marty Ramirez, Portland Mountain Rescue, Oregon

Have you ever had one of those missions where you skeeveuti s
the bottom of the ravine or canyon with them? Portland rMo
hi storical efforts to extract the dogs have been successful,
However, after a wonder ful traini g session from the Oreggan
we are now able to perform high angle dog rescues wi trhhsasi sm
we can perform these rescues with the materials we already ¢
Before | get into how to rescue a dog | do want to sglepndg eat !
hurt or hurting the dog.

How to approach a scared / injured dog

1. Any dog can and wil |l bite given the right circumstasces
super friendly may be a completely different ani mal edeaenidiecaan
very intimidating and scary, and can cause a dog tios frteeanc theilr
2. Dogs read our body | anguage Avoid prolonged, dilrregd,
aggression, or dominant behavior I't is best to avotil airr ¢
dog. Do not stand over the dog (looming). This i s at othirs
Crouching down can help make the dog |l ess fearful of gye® ut he
somet hing to sniff (or a treat to take) and can build trust.
3. Allow the dog to come to you if possible. Us e Dolges tmagh
positively to their name (if known) , common phrases fguomwtds b
make | oud noi ses. Use treats. Anyt hing wor ks, i noldgurdu sntg a't
turn a shy or scaBeidl dioggi ntosyocaanfrakedti me, be patient

4 . I f you must approach the dog then go sl ow, use otamcet he cd
smal | i ncrement s. Be aware of the dogbés body |l anguage. | f
. Once you have gotten close enough to the dog toApe®itd ipe
the dogbés head. Pet the sides or back of the dog thhdet gnlbéas usg
do not grab it from above, grab the collar from the sides ac
How to muzzle a scared / injured dog

Once you gain the confidence of the dog you wild/l neeodt teo priu
can completely flip out once you i ft it of f the groopepgd an
helicopter to the roof of a vehicle submerged in a cuevelbipl
However, once the helicopter took off the dog panickbdt awds
l ongest few minutes of that personés 1|ife.

I't is quite easy to muzzle a dog using webbing. Si mpnrh gohi akle
dogs ears petting the dog with the webbing in your hawdde. Ne
tie the two ends of the webbing at the top, and bebof nadt thev
ti me

Now you are ready to harness the dog. OHSTAR focusesd isgpie
specifically for dogs. Unl ess you are with a unit wkthbeahi u
you wi || have i€@0wébbitngi @aceést wa 51 you wild]l need to creat
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tyo hxrness tfher weadmnbiimegs with one t

|l oop over his head.
mum 12ft in |l ength, and

he dogbs chest right bjleh
be able to hold a | oop |wh

by Bruce Wyse, Oregon Hu

ven out al | three | oops,

afkaek e, nOeN EO {0 ft ht h & i H&° tI iooonps
é,s {F\gﬂtplu':fgs'all the wel
that the webbing wunder
oft tissue below the ril

by Bruce Wyse, Oregon Hu

How to make a webbing fAhas
t he

1. Take a Il ength of webbing, mi ni
water knot in it.

2 Bring the doubled webbing wunder t
his front | egs. Each hand shpuld
webbing is pulled taut.

Photo
5. E

Photo by Bruce Wyse, Oregon HumbomeySociety.

3.Reach through his front IegsGandT
webbing, pulling it back throulggoﬁ

sur e

the s

Phot o
Photo by Bruce Wyse, Oregon Humane

Soci ety.


















