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This September my team, Portland Mountain Rescue (PMR)eistt a
ent husi asm and pride | ed me to reflect on my own expédreigeendc ¢
since then. ltds been quite a journe for me. Al onlg f hApt
can say that while being able to help a person in neeadigi|s
The | earning, teaching and dedication to our missi gniaiys vaanl
bl e

Speaking of |l earning and teaching, | ecently attendedst|fhe
hosted by the MRA at Lake Tahoe. The Dougl as County, ghN\we (St
event . The | KAR Congress is a forum for the exchange Ewfentt
if you werendt able to attend you can stil!l | earn frresnc ueh,
medi cal and avalanche which should be on the MRA website|s
an overview of this yeards Congress

Next month the I nternational Technical Rescue9Symgdsisums( la
for the | atest and greatest in SAR knowledge. -spbmes oMRA Wa
more about | TRS and view the wawwe hitwessond fi npea sotr gyear 6 s pr esfen
Pl ans are in the works for next Juneb6s MRA spring cerdgewigtnh
ot her SAR professional s.

I f you areno6t able to travel to one of these events tauunmr gmMF
Mountain Reso&dloeanfTaiahnRegcue YPsusoccanatdlosmo check out tWed i alac
Trai-Monamtain Resawma Aookc ifaotri mrew webinars each mont h.

So by now | hope my ramblings have an obvious thread.mbreERe
to further your SAR education. About that enthusi asm anld

Dave Clarke
MRA Pr e

Hel p Wa n|t
MRA We b ma stt keirs |j
maki ng updat es
mi nor maintenarc
website. The t
should be about
Co n tNeed tl VdmrD)dkaet
Tee Shirt, Dolusri|g
stores is | ookiin
of ferings. One
for MRA supporite
parameters ar e V
t hat it shoul d |c
wearer i s a MRA
MRA member . THe
wi |1 receive $50
stores. Desi gnjs
Cindy Engl and

ed

- Putiton,
. Iq] s

ai

ou r
R faundry do you part.

5 K &hk nkw Patagonia” Nano-Air™ Hoody puts
y
D f  warmhneerdly Hreghablg and tr@cie—

r s anall-in, conffmpted partrgdr far gvery gement
Ui doghigh-ogtptetar-and-go xisgiogsp t

| e l'y show that
suﬂf.@avet&n

not a
W‘I JAeMbrNrgo

Le@r R nfode Yr
Clr eddcona.caymanckih e s
can

be submitted
patagonia

a%engrn h.
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http://www.itrsonline.org/
http://www.mra.org/training-education/mountain-rescue-training
http://www.mra.org/training-education/webinar-training
http://www.mra.org/training-education/webinar-training
mailto:neiljvandyke@gmail.com
mailto:cengland918@gmail.com
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ASTM Standards HiI st

By John MoKenoésg, Search and Rescue Team Los Ang

Ten months ago Dave Clarke asked me to write a short higtldma
taken a while for me to compl eittehitsh ahta sr ebgeueens ta. sLliokwe psrtoacnedsasr.

The American Society for Testing and Materials, now f or thal
railroads to write specifications for steel rai |l s.c dmordiing ets
as steel, rubber, oi |, & cement to consumer products suaoh
environmental and service standards. Over 12,000 st anudaa disha
30,000 technical experts from 150 countries. 0O Ther e gaorfe scuubrjl
Those that are probably of the most interest to MRA meensblee sc¢e
was a subcommittee on Climbing and Mountaineering equi pdent

standards are now part of F32.

The standards are created through a voluntary consemgomst pe e
through a voting process are modified and eventuall ybapmemb
of the committee to write or comment on standards butté syrmait e
specifications, gui des, and practices. That i s i mpos®@anstt atna
gui de or practice is | ess so.

How did ASTM get involved with search and rescue? I n theasm
considering developing standards in conjunction wit h sthhéet wsoor
referred to as a fAstandard. o Just as the Mountain Reodaleo sAe
review none of those would really qualify because otftmaf d maevat 6
own system the NASAR Board invited ASTM to consider aadewr s
system. Announcements of the proposal were sent to mwoedted:
process and an information meeting was held at ASTM hewidsq ¢
mont hs | ater and from the interest shown at those mEB8&mn n§sa

and Rescue was for med.

This might be a good ti me f
me mber of a MRA team for o]

Welcome to the have attended many MRA and
- have |l ong recognized that

1 . perform a rescue. A teambs

' requi rements, hi story and

_— S— authority all/l can play a p
know that some met hods wor k

- every team has the benefit
Whereourproquctsarem_spwed. andconceptsareprovenbyadedlcatedteam had. My team is one of 6 M

of highly-experienced engineers and rescue professionals. From the lab to the ; . A

field, and everywhere in between, is the most trusted name in a_ut hori tY of a Sheriffos de
rescue fraining and equipment. with a high c_all vo_I ume., ar
amount of latitude in how v

TESTED. PROVEN. never far below the radar.
activity and figured if SO

standards | should at | east

to one of those first organ

of the process ever since.

Ther were over a hundred p

T : :
e meetings for the first fe
agenci es, training compani
; specialized SAR enthusiasts
I
f
c

[oRN 9]

RAESCUR han ers all were represent
1978 cmcrescue.com was rom wilderness SAR spe
Ass iation. As time has

(@]
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have gotten much small er but MRA members stil]l compr i g do tcloen
mittee | eadership positions.

The ASTM process fisl lwhao nBhsantst esmenaends atshat anyone can contrib
suggesting wording changes or i f that doesndt sat irstfayt e¢lhye nt,h
a small group of MRA members who were opposed to any iodcda ki
about the number of hours we discussed descriptionsotod EVvéerm
we all Il earned the process and ASTM made both the praechwnlgegst i
took us from balloting by mail to online voting.

Some of the more traditional test methods and specifprcaebsisomw
relative ease and are widely used and referenced ind¢atomerl eiv
individuals had a harder time with the approval pr oe eossst. OPt
ASTM committees F32 is made up al most entirely of volsontéaaw
more users than manufacturers but almost 100% of our searhmiat
rescue volunteers in their spare time. As volunteersmwdéd afe
ti me we can spend | earning the process and writing standard:
I would also hope that in those years the concept ofnoshande
going to come into their area and say how they had troecduoe .t
Feder al Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) began to cl aebilf
many cases the sl ow, sur e, voluntary full consensus ASNIAW p
standards i f that was all/|l that was availabl e. Theo élirp ghd &
writing of some standards to have some appropriate alternati.i
Where are we now? A few years ago the Committee chaireprepo
participants to travel as wel |l as to encourage parthoiapatRe
Symposium (I TRS) in November and the MRA/ NASAR conf er en cwea si
a | ot of headway made on sever al training standards. Maenwy
members to review existing stangeaemrdsresppheyatomegcup.pfroorcsetshs
been simplified. You dondt need to attend meetings tadwpribe
and ASTM has editors who can help with the nuts and bolts of
The idea of standards can be intimidating to many wboyu daocs a |
But they can provide a guide for organization, trainhergar eqs
things that can hel

tions easier, fast

For those of you w

Fort Collins why n

unt il Monday and |

not attending ITRS PURSUE PERFECTION

I'f you dondt have DESIGN | CRAFTSMANSHIP | PERFORMANCE

you are | ocal to t

come J ust for the Born in the Canadian Coast Mountain wilderness

_a f t ernoon. An y 0 ne ‘ Arc'teryx |: b‘uult‘on‘(h'e'pnncupls‘; of absessiv'e‘:

Jjorn t he commi tte precise design and production, Our in-house

coSst s $ 75 per year manufacturing and design centres allow us

how many committeesg to evolve and build products the right way.

you donot want t o

participate by req o

group working on a ],\J;%s\/

activitABTM. aeoiogctoont

Manager Ton o®dbDd @lq ARCTERYX

for more informatd.i

www.pro.arcteryx.com

Patrol Jacket / Patrol Vest



http://astm.org/
mailto:totoole@astm.org
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Using Distance [
the Search Ef

By Marcia McMahon, Coordinator, S
The Rocky Mountain Region is famous,
foothills with their corresponding var
hi ke, etc. and sometimes they get | ost
Searches in this type of terrain can
subject not be found right away, not
information as to their travel pl ans,

This article w
Cadaver Dogs f
search. It i s
work together t

1 explore the traini
r the purpose of aidi
to be emphasized that
o0 achieve a successful

[
0

should have a strong i mpact on the inf
The thought on searches is all too oft
no other information is retained from
every search in one or more of the fol

l.Locate the subject

2.Provide directional alerts in the di
of other dog teams, foot t eams, or
peri od.
3.l ndicate the subject is not in the area.
*For this article, iAlerto means when the dog entersarecr Ahet
would be these alerts initiated from -araminedudcog$ ¢ amfirbem owm

over a mi

I away; even farther with nighttime downsldgyrs &P
see maps f

e
or examples.)

Training:

Traditional met hods for working search dogs mandatectsi ogma
with no indications. Using distance alerts, h owe v ea nea deuncpaht ai
Education is the key here, as the dog is |l earning toadcompiwlo
area on his own initiative if enough scent is present to dr:
This portion wild./l briefly address the progression method of
establishing the foundatif[ % | N R A B s ) I
wi || not address the i ssul AL RS t
dog should already have |}|% d
wi || al ways use a scent a d ¢
dog, the appropriate comn

ti me of year , correspond|¥

subject has been missing,[E e
effective for up to 2 wee b
is suspected to be deceasl n
vari abl e These dogs cal i
spite of how many searchefg

Basic Scent Cone Educati of

When thinking about basi cii

flowing down wil Vverfsol | ow [FEes ; ; . \ j y

resistance. Scent i s f;';- .
vegetation, ti me of year ,f8 ' ' / (0 o e n
rise upwards, someti mes cf 1
come down in a different

ing and swirling unpredicf . ‘ ' f
settle into more complete, r ' ownsrlope p er - he
the wind will aggravate or enhanéjpehot h% eynt‘]ierseS paq'roacuecsrhsz o
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1.Start training with small areas n a
forward scent dbwawdr ai nage with ! 1 at
subject higher in bowl, et c. k e
mi n utthees scent cone from subject 01
beginning and i mmediately wor kabl i

hard hi't scent cone.

2.Continue the size of t he probl § co
continuous, but vary theprneblrams
terrain type in a row for sequenf§ o]
il

anddtolme w

l earn the scent patt

3.Remember t hat dogs learn from sg e w
introduced. Types of probl e n W N
dr ai nage wi t h subject pl acement p
directions, intervening high ri [5%8 . G -
c_qurits such as isol ted—rasd.pgeen pglf,qxr'ba(ltee gsu,\hdreccltas Mchahrees
wi t h scent gaps, etc. The list 1is en Iedemtdr\engpq/v'hqtch' S
handler in a progressive sequence, and | et educat e
able to figure out how to work increasingly Ionger scent c

4. As the dog |l earns, and it doesndét take |l ong, the doasltamdes
gaps (often confused with scent pools or negatives)ghenbeet
skills and enthusiasm, while adding in new types of sktreqt
problems so the dog doesndt | earn to chase scent Daegmsan
wi || have difficulties entering the subjectds scent pool

5.Al ways allow the dog to follow the nose pop. A tr utawoer tth
freedom to | earn to work scent the way it makes sendsrebm ot |
| ocation the scent was discontinued and move on thr ouwmgna t
wants to break the grid. As his confidence grows, | e dahtl
wor k scent .

6. Watch all body | anguage, i nclu S
to recognize deposited ground { it
dog and how it relates to sub| Y
messing around when he rolls, [ e
These are clues. GPS fMhbeéem. an K
cl pat tyeoounrs dog uses while wor kel n o
scent . ' '

7.lnclude all|l types of weather tr
stand when the dog is working d
is travelling. Avoid the comf i
These can very often be scent ro
forward from that | ocation.

8. Most probl ems should be known | n |
understand what your dog is do e s
confidence to follow him. i s : 2 S S

) ) Photo by Marcia McMahon.

GPS work and direction: ining blown and deposite:

Google Trda&ihei md uMam | ine is the scent cond® wWoPkeetphy Hogll

was working scent the entire time and chose this route. Sul

a rock formation on south side atl14ti0® BRI Ldad oma Dlkagr . Hit mep

soufNbtice the geography and how the. sc®@mnaentf owdowedppdad wpR@ttin
N W.

The GPS is the key to successful di stance wor k. A's hworuarc kd.o
fastest way to do this is to carry a smal/l not ebook iicnkoty® ua
compass bearing (i f applicable). This wildl begin iinptolal @m:¢
crease in size Things to note especially in tratnahgsiwbsl |
you become more of a team, you wil/| have your own cHgéaes tba

determine the direction and | ocation of your subjemdtk hils ewa
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over a ridge by analyzing the Iine of ground scent atnhhaet shuabsj
fairly cl ose. Why is the scent depositing so heawdtdposint so
extremely strong; some might misread the doegds nignt oo mytto wsrd
subject to get into an airborne scent cone. At nitdhsubjadet s
At home, you wil|l downl oad the tracks and waypoints o ndbohaylc
arrows for alerts, as well as the start and find Ildee®athioown ¢ .h
gulation fl ows. How do the alert directionals | iaeé spemwt thl
your training maps, all this information should be pateds aa!
are affected by terrain and visualize the dogb6s styéecof By
ing the training maps, the handl er wild.l  earn how tomildaeatrt etre
etc. patterns from problems set up and studied in training ¢
Information that will be relayed to | .C. upon debrief for re
The information above is mostly or the handl er. Wihoearin t g ii vni
mati on:
Twin Eagl es - seli lo
example of scent fl
Green line is dogos
Bl ue arrows are | oc:
alerts with bear-r agds
arrows draw out t he
bearing taken off d
arrows drawn to fol
flow t hrough terr e
interesting because
Purple circles are
in which to begin t
areas towards SE. :
the area SE of t he
23:-48:000 in Sept emb
upsl opes out of SE.
l1.Coordinates of dog interests and alerts with bearings.
2.High probability areas according to the above.
3.1f interest is high enough while searching, ask for the ar
4 . Triangul ation of al/|l alerts (particularly if severmradihidoigt y
for the subject. Mar k the points with bearings and draw t
5.What factors might be affecting your information?
6. Do not give excess information. I . C. only needs thled&efo
ther . Mi sl eading the search is a very bad thing.
7.Negative areas, areas cleared, holes that you missed in yo

































