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Support those who support the MRA! 

To learn more about our levels of sponsorship, click through to the MRA Sponsor page. 

http://www.benchmade.com/
http://www.arcteryx.com/Home.aspx?language=EN
http://www.backcountryaccess.com/
http://blackdiamondequipment.com/
http://www.pieps.com/en
http://www.cmcrescue.com/
http://www.patagonia.com/us/home
http://www.rockexotica.com/
http://www.deuter.com/US/us/
http://www.ortovox.com/3585--home.html
http://www.ospreypacks.com/
http://www.petzl.com/en?l=US
http://www.pmirope.com/
http://www.mra.org/our-sponsors/our-sponsors
http://www.breeze-eastern.com/
http://www.sterlingrope.com/
http://www.teamwendy.com/
https://www.wazoosurvivalgear.com/
http://www.smcgear.com/


all your hard work on this program. Soon, more titles will be 
posting to this site.  

For more on the work done at the winter meeting, visit the Moun-
tain Rescue Association Webinar Series hosted by MRA Presidents 
Partner Sponsor, PMI.   

Membership Benefits 

A frequent question asked of MRA officers is “What are the bene-
fits of MRA membership?” Besides being the gold standard for 
accreditation in Search and Rescue, the MRA brings a long list of 
member-only opportunities.  Discounts and scholarships to MRA 
conferences, access to MRA Stores for MRA logo items, member-
exclusive pro-deals available to MRA members, opportunities to 
test and provide input for new mountain safety products, the MRA 
Online Learning Management System, monthly MRA webinars, 
MRA research grants, and access to the MRA load cells are all avail-
able to you. We are always working hard to add more tools and 
opportunities for our members. Please check with your team dele-
gate or region chair for more information about what your MRA is 
doing for you.  

While I am chatting about pro-deals, please remember that we 
cannot update the membership rosters with our dealers until each 
team has submitted its roster and dues packet to Executive Secre-
tary Kayley Bell.  Once all are received, they will be combined into 
one organizational roster.  We anticipate this will be compiled by 
the end of March so please be patient.  Rather than reach out to 
vendors, please contact me with any questions. 

Spring Conference 

We are looking forward to an outstanding spring conference in 
Boise, hosted by Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue Unit.  Details 
can be found at the conference website.  I encourage you all to 
take advantage of this opportunity to share with the best of the 
best.  

The Face of the MRA 

If you or your team is doing something, we want to share it! Post it 
to our Facebook or send us an article! Have a member of your 
team to be highlighted? Send us a name and we will do the inter-
view! Using a cool new tactic or testing with a new piece of gear? 
Let us know! Have a cool mountain rescue photo? Send it our way! 
We want the Meridian to tell the story of your MRA! 

Finally, a question for you, what can the MRA do to help you or 
your team? Send me an email, text, or give me a call.  

I hope you enjoy this edition of the Meridian, yet another great 
benefit of MRA membership. Thank you, all, for your hard work, 
courage, commitment, and compassion.  

 

 

Yours in service, 

Bryan Enberg 

President, Mountain Rescue Association 

president@mra.org                                          
Phone/Text 973-459-0635 
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President’s Message    
Winter 2017 

By Bryan Enberg, MRA president and New Jersey Search and       
Rescue 

First off, I would like to welcome the Appalachian Mountain Res-
cue Team (www.appalachianmountainrescue.org) as an associate 
member of the Mountain Rescue Association! I would also like to 
congratulate Fremont Search and Rescue (www.fremontsar.com) 
on becoming a fully accredited member of the Mountain Rescue 
Association! Please take a moment to visit their sites and give 
them a warm welcome.  

It has been a busy few months since the last Meridian. Thank you 
to all the committee chairs, region chairs, and officers who have 
been hard at work keeping this organization on course and moving 
forward.  

Winter Meeting  

Thank you to all the delegates who made the trip to the 2017 Win-
ter Meeting. Our new location was a much needed change.  A 
much larger and brand new meeting space, literally, they laid the 
carpet the night before our meeting commenced.  

We spent a large portion of the day discussing the MRA’s commit-
ment to the International Alpine Rescue Commission, or ICAR 
(www.alpine-rescue.org). Thank you for all of the hard work done 
by ICAR Committee Chair John Chang and the rest of our ICAR dele-
gates. For those of you who are unfamiliar with ICAR, they are a 
global association of mountain rescuers. They have a great video 
This Is ICAR so check them out.  The MRA continues to be the lead-
ing agency representing the United States in the international 
mountain rescue community, with MRA delegates participating in 
each of the four ICAR commissions: Terrestrial Rescue, Air Rescue, 
Avalanche Rescue and Alpine Emergency Medicine.  Our delegates 
are tasked with writing reports that are then shared on our web 
site, in our Meridian (see Terrestrial report in this edition), in PMI 
Webinars, and during conference presentations. During the 
meeting, we made a commitment to increase our investment in 
our ICAR delegation by sending both our delegate and alternate to 
the next meeting.  

Member-at-Large Antonio Arizo led a discussion regarding the sta-
tus of the MRA scholarship program. For those of you who have 
not heard about this program, the MRA is investing in our member 
teams by committing funds to send people who have never had 
the opportunity to attend an MRA conference to an MRA confer-
ence. This is an excellent and underused program, so talk to your 
team delegate or region chair about this amazing opportunity to 
learn from the best in the business.  

Education is the core of the MRA’s mission statement, so we are 
committing significant funding to ensure our members have the 
best tools to share best practices and techniques in mountain res-
cue operations. Our Education Committee is chaired by MRA Past 
President Charley Shimanski, announced that our online learning 
management system was back. By the time you are reading this, 
the latest version of the MRA LMS program Basic Helicopter Safety 
will be up and running and looking GREAT! Thank you, Charley, for 

http://media.pmirope.com/category/mra/
http://media.pmirope.com/category/mra/
http://www.pmirope.com/
http://www.imsaru.org/sarcon/
mailto:president@mra.org
http://www.appalachianmountainrescue.org
http://www.fremontsar.com
file:///C:/Users/Bryan%20Enberg/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.alpine-rescue.org
https://vimeo.com/136475345
http://training.mra.org/
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Announcements 
All MRA members are welcome to join the San Diego Mountain 
Rescue Team at our 50th anniversary event in April.  The link to the 
event is: 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1788638671350589/ 
There will be activities throughout the weekend if you wish to 
make this a visit. 

San Diego Mountain Rescue Team is celebrating 50 years of service 
to the community! Reconnect with members, alumni or just hang 
out with your family. We will have the premier of our anniversary 
film, team memorability, swag from A16, REI, SearchGear, good 
food and great beer from Stone. 
 
This is a family and friends event so bring as many as you want. 
Enjoy the Stone patio before or after the reception. Tour Liberty 
Station, and enjoy a fun afternoon! 
 
Donations are welcome at the door ($5 per adult recommended).  
 
We will have state and county representatives recognizing the 
achievements of the team and members providing stories on the 
rich and colorful traditions and history of the team. 
 
Come out and enjoy time with the team! 

Do you know where                       
to find the MRA? 

https://www.facebook.com/

MountainRescueAssociation  

http://twitter.com/MtRescueassoc  

http://mtrescueassoc.blogspot.com  

https://www.facebook.com/events/1788638671350589/
https://www.facebook.com/MountainRescueAssociation
https://www.facebook.com/MountainRescueAssociation
http://twitter.com/MtRescueassoc
http://mtrescueassoc.blogspot.com/
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ICAR Terrestrial Rescue Delegation Report 
By Tom Wood 

The International Commission for Alpine Rescue (ICAR) met for its annual Congress in Borovets, Bulgaria 19-
22 October, 2016. These are some of the highlights of ICAR, with an emphasis on information and presenta-
tions that relate to the Terrestrial Rescue Commission. 

The host team, Mountain Rescue Service at the Bulgarian Red Cross, was established in 1933 before joining 
the Bulgarian Red Cross in 1951. Today, more than 500 volunteers on 32 teams make up the Bulgarian MRS. 

 THE ICAR CONGRESS 

Presenters from around the world were required to submit proposals and papers in advance, with a stand-
ard 20 minute presentation period followed by 10 minutes of questions. The theme of this year’s congress 
was “The Search Function: Improving the Search Before the Rescue.” This theme was reflected in the ava-
lanche rescue commission’s stations during the practical day workshop on 19 October.  

This year’s congress drew more than 400 rescuers from nearly 40 countries. Representing the MRA were Dr. 
Ken Zafren (Medical), Charley Shimanski (Air Rescue), Tom Wood and Dr. Alison Sheets (Terrestrial Rescue), 
and Marc Beverly and Oyvind Henningson (Avalanche Rescue). Additionally, representing the MRA was ICAR 
Board Member Dan Hourihan and Rick Lorenz (Olympic Mountain Rescue).  

Attendance of the U.S. delegates was made possible by support from CMC Rescue, Pigeon Mountain Indus-
tries, the MRA and a significant private donor wishing to remain anonymous. The U.S. MRA delegates are 
grateful to our sponsors for the long term support of this important international exchange. 

TERRESTRIAL RESCUE ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES, October 20, 
2016 

The first official day of the 2016 ICAR Conference began on 
Thursday, October 20th. The day began on a somber note as IC-
AR members observed a moment of silence for pioneer Bavarian 
mountain rescuer Dr. Karl “Bene’” Gotzfried. Also included in 
that moment of silence was Mountain Rescue Ireland’s own 
Catriona Lucas, who died in the line of duty in 2016. She was 
Ireland’s first SAR line of duty fatality. 

On a lighter note, the members of the Terrestrial Rescue Com-
mission voted to re-elect President Gebhard Barbisch and Vice-
President Kirk Mauthner to another four year term.     

 The following previously published Terrestrial Rescue Recom-
mendations (TER-REC) were discussed: 

TER-REC 0001  

Discussion points:  It is not the goal to eliminate screw-lock cara-
biners.  It is about central anchoring, which should be included. 
The wording central anchoring could be wrongly interpreted. At 
this time one could interpret this to mean that Delta cannot be 
used. Suggestions for different wording? Add a Q to EN 12275? 
Not necessary.  No changes suggested.   Comment Gebhard Bar-
bisch in addition to the minutes:  After the meeting open topics 
came up which require a work group. The recommendation will 
get a note on the homepage indicating that changes are being 
worked on.  

TER-REC 0004  

Streibel Herbert objected that certain knots had been excluded; 
for example two-loop figure eight. Result of the discussion: 
There is no argument against including certain knots; however, 
for certain uses certain knots are not useful. The usage has to be 

 



the deciding factor. The recommenda-
tion will not be removed from the 
homepage but a comment will be add-
ed that the recommendation is being 
edited. The work group will continue to 
work on the recommendation. 

TER-REC 0005 

Herbert Streibel asks regarding the two 
rope system.  The last update on the 
recommendation is from 2005. It is 
necessary to overhaul the recommen-
dation. 

Question: What exactly is meant by 
three dimensional separation“?  

Answer: It refers to two anchoring sys-
tems which are independent of each 
other. The anchors have to be separate. 
The anchors are not connected to each other.  Kirk Mauthner: This needs to be discussed as two anchors do not protect.  There will also be 
a comment on the homepage on this recommendation that it is being revised. The work group will update the recommendation. 

TER-REC 0007  

Discussion point: The UIAA and ICAR need to cooperate more closely regarding standards.  Kirk Mauthner: UIAA has already been contact-
ed. The material used needs to be added. The recommendation will be revised and discussed with UIAA. There will be a comment on the 
homepage. 

TER-REC 0009  

This needs an addition that states when a system is changed, the whole system will need to be re-tested and not just the changed part.   

DAY ONE PRESENTATIONS 

Norweigan Search and Rescue Dogs presented research regarding lost person behavior. Similar to previous work by Robert Koester, they 
analyzed 9 years of search missions with the goal of justifying search tactics, improving search efficiency and decreasing time to subject find. 
Most subjects are found along linear structures 
like gullies or ridge tops and they recommend 
faster dog searches to cover larger areas in the 
initial response.  A search pattern along the 
“bicycle spokes” from the IPP should be com-
bined with the more traditional “search seg-
ment” to maximize more likely areas. Sadly, 
suicide plays a large role in generating call outs 
in Norway but 62% of suicidal parties are 
found within 50 meters of a trail or road. 

Kirk Mauthner expanded on his previous ITRS 
presentation on two rope systems.  With sup-
port from the Canadian Government he tested 
a variety of twin rope systems for performance 
in sharp edges, rock fall vulnerability, maxi-
mum arrest force distance, stopping distance 
comparison, force limiting requirements and 
human factors. Briefly, his evidence based 
guidelines determine that a twin tensioned 
single point tie-in configuration performed the 
best in his series. “Each rope system must be 
fully capable and competent as both a main-
line and a back-up line, at the same time”.  He 
advocates identical devices on both ropes.  
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Mauthner did not advocate particular brake/belay devices but established minimum performance guidelines and did question if “we are 
using the right ropes” given poor performance of all ropes under sharp edge pendulum testing. Human factor investigation addressed the 
“override” ability of some brake systems and the maximum force required that a “back up” rope handler should see. He recommended 
0.1kN to ensure all rescuers can achieve this function with the average of grip strength still considered 0.5kN. Also, by building “twin” sys-
tems, the complexity and subsequent human error may be reduced. Two tensioned rope systems provide 35-50% reduction in maximum 
arrest force and 50-90% shorter stopping distance than other systems which reduces risk. 

DAY TWO PRESENTATIONS 

LifeSeeker, Centum (Research and Technology) 

Search missions can be done in various manners, using air or just terrestrial. New means are constantly developed, and the widespread use 
of Smartphones is taken advantage of. Smartphones can be identified and located as well as allow communication with the victim. Techno-
logical searches can be done at night, in bad weather, difficult terrain and are far reaching as they shorten the search time which in turn 
results in reduced cost. The device is a very good addition to the current search methods and devices. The device works by radio and is not 
dependent on cell coverage; therefore, we can locate missing persons without their participation. Procedure: Alarm call comes in, flight to 
search area, locate cell phone. The system automatically starts the geo-locating. Communication with the lost person is possible. After lo-
cating the person the rescue begins. The device is very precise, to within 20 meters. 

Improvement of SAR in non-urban and rural areas, ruins and collapsed objects/EU Project Cipras (CMRS, Robert Jagodic) 

Cipras is a project of the mountain rescue services of Croatia and Serbia (HGSS and GSSS, respectively). The goal is to improve emergency 
services in the nonurban and rural areas. The project is supported by the EU. While the urban areas have good emergency service coverage, 
the rest of the population is pretty much left to their own devices during emergencies, and local rescuers have not been sufficiently trained. 
EU ECHO can be petitioned to financially support a project by submitting the problem with an idea for a solution, based on which the EU 
committee makes a decision for or against support. A project that is being presented aims at improving the cooperation in cave rescues; 
involved are the Croatian Mountain Rescue Service and the Cave Rescue Service of Slovenia. The current problem is not enough resources 
for extensive cave rescues, i.e. the rescue in the Riesending caves. Solution: Workshops and training to standardize rescue techniques devel-
op guidelines, exchange of medical knowledge, requisition of material, founding of a European Cave Rescue Association (ECRA). Timeframe 
for project: 2 years, budget EUR400’000 

Guideline for terrestrial search methods (V. Standahl Olsen, NC) 

Presented were search method guidelines that were devel-
oped for terrestrial rescue in Norway. Norway is an elon-
gated country with a long coastline and low population 
density. Rescue units are divided into federal organiza-
tions, volunteers, and professional rescue units who all 
work together. Communication and a unified search meth-
od are tantamount to good collaboration. This also applies 
to the different services within each unit such as dog han-
dlers or air rescue and so forth. The guidelines are a 100-
page book which regulates the procedure during rescue 
missions. One of the goals is to pass on knowledge and to 
point out dangers. The guidelines were printed on water-
proof paper and distributed to all rescuers. Improvements 
have been noticed since introduction of the guidelines. 

The Norwegian Mountain Code (Julia Fieler, Kjetil Hoidal) 

After a series of fatal accidents the Mountain Code was 
established in 1950. A lot has changed since then so the 
code was revised in 2015. Here are 9 points that need to 
be considered when in the mountains:  

1. Plan your tour and inform others where you are going.  

2. Adapt the tour to your capabilities and the situation.  

3. Watch the weather and avalanche situation.  

4. Be prepared for bad and cold weather even on short 
tours.  
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5. Take the necessary equipment so that you can help yourself as 
well as others.  

6. Choose safe routes, consider the danger of avalanches and ice 
fall.  

7. Use map and compass. Ensure that you always know where 
you are at.  

8. Don’t be ashamed to turn around.  

9. Use your energy wisely and seek shelter if needed. 

The code is divided into three levels, depending on training level. 
Each point has practical suggestions. The Mountain Code is not 
considered a law but a guideline. It can be used for training. It 
should be translated into several languages and distributed 
through the media, especially digitally 

Joint meeting of the Terrestrial and Air Commissions  

When Rope Meets Rotor (Charley Shimanski, MRA)  

A simple climbing rope can bring down a helicopter. Presented is 
an accident in which there were luckily no casualties. The acci-
dent happened on September 9, 2015 in Utah. The Utah High-
way Patrol wanted to recover the body of an extreme sports-
woman who died on her 60th hike. She had been located in 
steep terrain and it was obvious that she was dead. The body 
was put in a stretcher and everything was prepared for the flight 
out with the helicopter. The stretcher was taken to a place 
where the helicopter could land and the stretcher loaded. The 
Eurocopter came in and the stretcher was loaded when all of a 
sudden the rotor caught on a rope and flung it into the tail rotor. 
The tail rotor cut out for a short moment. The tail section 
touched the crag. The pilot was able to pull down the helicopter, 
fly away, and land. The rope was cut. A more serious accident 
was avoided because of the pilot’s quick and good reaction. 

Joint Meeting of the Terrestrial, Avalanche and Air Commissions  

Multi-Day Search, Recovery of an Avalanche Victim on a Technical Ice Climb (Brian Webster, PC) 

Presented a rescue mission that lasted from February 5 through 11, 2015. The rescue included components of terrestrial, air, and avalanche 
rescue. The accident happened at around 5 p.m. in the Polar Circus Ice Climb, a very remote area in Banff National Park in the Canadian 
Rocky Mountains. Above the route there is a prominent avalanche area. Two climbers were ascending an icefall when an avalanche came 
down and buried one of the climbers. The climbers did not carry avalanche beacons so his companion was unable to locate him. After his 
descent he drove about an hour to get help. The alarm reached the rescue team at 11:30 p.m. 

The weather got worse and the avalanche danger rose. The rescuers were able to reach the scene by helicopter. The assumption was that 
the buried climber was dead and this was a recovery mission. The bad weather continued through days 2 and 3. The slopes above the acci-
dent site were blasted before the rescuer and his dog were set down on the avalanche runout. Day 4 brought 43 blasts. This led to the acci-
dent site being avalanched 14 more times. At the end of day 5 a weak Recco signal was found. However, the search had to be interrupted 
because of increasing avalanche danger due to solar radiation. The next day an avalanche dog was flown onto the avalanche runout which 
also weakly indicated at the same point. Probing began at that point and the buried climber was found at a depth of 2.8 meters. The Recco 
signal had been triggered by a headlamp in the backpack of the victim. During the rescue the question came up how much risk the rescuers 
should take in view of this being a recovery. Also, how much time and money should be invested in a case like this? Another question is why 
the climbers did not carry avalanche beacons in this area. 

Joint workshop of the Terrestrial, Avalanche, Air Rescue and Medical Commissions 

Scoop and Run 

This workshop attempted to define the term “scoop and run“. What does scoop and run mean from a medical standpoint (Natalie Hölzl, Fi-
del Elsensohn)? It is about caring for a patient in difficult terrain in which one wants to get the patient away from the accident scene as soon 



as possible. The patient is being brought to a place where one can better take care of him or her. It is also about reducing the risk for rescu-
ers. It is also about situations in which the patient needs to be brought to a hospital quickly so as not to waste time. In both cases only basic 
care is applied on scene (ABCDE). Scoop and run does not mean rescue by winch from a crag in which the patient only receives minimal or 
no care. Scoop and run is a decision that depends on several factors; i.e. the risk for the rescuers and the patient at the scene, room for car-
ing for the patient, type and severity of injury, available material for the care, and how many victims there are. Scoop and run should be 
done without additionally injuring the patient. Take home message: The right care for the right patient at the right place within the right 
time.  

Gebhard Barbisch gave an example from a mountain rescuer’s perspective: On February 14, 2016 there was a rescue in Mellenkopf in Vorarl-
berg (Austria). A person fell 50 meters through a cornice with all the equipment. The victim did not answer. When the rescuers got there, 
the patient was not moving anymore. A quick evacuation was done without medical care for the patient. The rescuers stayed on the longline 
and flew the victim out in a triangle sling. The decision to scoop and run was made by the rescuers after they had done a risk assessment. 
Factors were the great avalanche risk, unbroken cornices, extremely steep terrain and therefore no possibility of doing anything on the face. 
The decision to scoop and run was made again from a medical standpoint. This was based on the victim having very severe injuries, the hos-
pital only being 2 flying minutes away, and the weather was cold and windy.  

Patrick Fauchère, Raphael Richard, and Manuel Genswein discussed a method that was developed to quickly evacuate rescuers in case of a 
secondary avalanche. The rescuers stay connected to the helicopter line while working on the avalanche runout and the material is connect-
ed to the rescuers. This is not scoop and run, however, since the helicopter hovers up to 20 minutes above the rescuers. Dan Halvorson: In 
Norway the system has already been tested and was used last winter, but the method was not called scoop and run. The opinions of several 
of the participants were taken into consideration during the presentation. Fred Alistair: They use „rapid evacuation“. This nomenclature 
could be used instead Sweden: Scoop and run has been discussed for a long time in the medical community with regards to trauma care. If 
the physician is good, he’ll get better and better. One could use the CRM concept. U.S. Avalanche delegate Marc Beverly mentioned that at 
the University of New Mexico, they have been getting away from calling it „scoop and run“. The term suggested bad or even no medical care 
and that is not correct. France: it depends on the situation, how fast can the patient be brought to the physician, and so forth. Canada, Uni-
versity of Calgary: when we teach the students to act quickly, 
the word being applied is focused and not fast. 

ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES (SATURDAY AFTERNOON, OCTOBER 
22nd)  

ICAR President Franz Stampfli invited each of the Commission 
Chairs to summarize the activities of their commission during 
the 2016 congress (see individual Commission reports on the 
MRA website at http://www.mra.org/index.php/training/ikar-
reports ) A complete copy of the minutes of the Assembly of 
Delegates is available at:   

http://www.alpine-rescue.org/xCMS5/WebObjects/
nexus5.woa/wa/icar?
menuid=1069&rubricid=257&articleid=13234  

New organizations were voted on and approved for ICAR mem-
bership. These new member organizations include:  

 MAPMR – Macedonian Association for Protection and 
Mountain Rescue in Inaccessible 

 Terrain Asclepius > C 

 SBO – Svenska Bergsguideorganisationen > C 

 ASBG – Asociation Sociocultural Bombeiros de Galicia > B 

 CAA – Canadian Avalanche Association > B 

 CARDA – Canadian Avalanche Rescue Dog Association > B 

 NARG – Norske Alpine Redningsgrupper > B 

 RCS – Red Cross of Serbia > B (depending on resolving of 
open issue) 
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 SAS – Silverton Avalanche School > B 

 KARA – Korean Alpine Rescue Associ-
ation > A 

 SMA – Swedish Maritime Administra-
tion > A 

 TCSAR – Teton County Search and 
Rescue > A 

 GSSFBIH – Gorska Služba Spašavanja 
Federacije Bosne i Hercegovine > A 

Membership categories reflect the num-
ber of votes allotted in the General As-
sembly. “A” member organizations have 
two votes, “B” member organizations 
receive one vote and “C” member organi-
zations do not vote but can participate in 
ICAR activities, see: http://www.alpine-
rescue.org/xCMS5/WebObjects/
nexus5.woa/wa/icar?
menu-
id=1049&rubricid=238&articleid=10978   

The MRA is an “A” member organization. 
There are now 4 SAR organizations from 
the U.S. that are voting members of ICAR (the MRA, Wasatch Backcountry Rescue, the Silverton Avalanche School and Teton County SAR). 

The 2017 ICAR Assembly of Delegate minutes can be found at  http://www.alpine-rescue.org/xCMS5/WebObjects/nexus5.woa/wa/icar?
menuid=1069&rubricid=257&articleid=13174  

NEW MRA ICAR POLICY 

On February 4-5, at the MRA Winter Business meeting in Sandy, Utah, an MRA policy addition related to ICAR membership was approved. 
This new MRA policy (found in section 502 of the MRA Policies Document) was made in anticipation of a potential change within ICAR that 
would address the differing membership categories, and the number of votes allotted to each membership category.  Before this new MRA 
policy, any member team of the MRA (Regular, Associate or Ex Officio) could potentially apply for full ICAR Category A membership (2 votes) 
if they were an organization of “national or regional significance.” The MRA is currently a Category A member organization, and the MRA’s 
ICAR Committee felt that if individual teams that are already regular members of the MRA applied to ICAR for Category A membership, this 
could be perceived as an attempt by the MRA to garner more votes. Here is the language that was approved for this new policy,     

“Regular member units and/or organizations of the Mountain Rescue Association cannot apply for membership to the International Commis-
sion for Alpine Rescue (ICAR) in membership types that allow for voting privileges, as this could be perceived as the MRA attempting to un-
fairly increase its voting influence within ICAR. If MRA Regula or Associate member units and/or organizations wish to apply for any individu-
al membership in ICAR, they must first notify the MRA and receive permission via two thirds majority vote of the MRA Board of Directors.” 

If MRA members have questions, comments our concerns about this recent policy addition, please contact the MRA ICAR Committee.  

LOOKING AHEAD 

The 2017 ICAR Congress will be meeting October 19-21 in Andorra, which is a small country nestled in the Pyrenees between France and 
Spain.  The preconference practical day will take place on October 18, and its Terrestrial Rescue theme will be that of big wall rescue.  If any-
one has ideas or suggestions for practical demonstrations or classroom presentations related to big wall rescues, please contact Terrestrial 
Rescue Delegates Tom Wood (twood@pmirope.com) or Alison Sheets (alisonsheets@usa.net). As a reminder, attendance at the ICAR con-
ference is open to MRA members, provided that the host country has allotted enough registration slots for all delegates on a first come first 
serve basis. Visit   http://www.alpine-rescue.org for more information on the 2017 ICAR Congress.   

 

 

11 Winter 2017 

http://www.alpine-rescue.org/xCMS5/WebObjects/nexus5.woa/wa/icar?menuid=1049&rubricid=238&articleid=10978
http://www.alpine-rescue.org/xCMS5/WebObjects/nexus5.woa/wa/icar?menuid=1049&rubricid=238&articleid=10978
http://www.alpine-rescue.org/xCMS5/WebObjects/nexus5.woa/wa/icar?menuid=1049&rubricid=238&articleid=10978
http://www.alpine-rescue.org/xCMS5/WebObjects/nexus5.woa/wa/icar?menuid=1049&rubricid=238&articleid=10978
http://www.alpine-rescue.org/xCMS5/WebObjects/nexus5.woa/wa/icar?menuid=1049&rubricid=238&articleid=10978
http://www.alpine-rescue.org/xCMS5/WebObjects/nexus5.woa/wa/icar?menuid=1069&rubricid=257&articleid=13174
http://www.alpine-rescue.org/xCMS5/WebObjects/nexus5.woa/wa/icar?menuid=1069&rubricid=257&articleid=13174
mailto:twood@pmirope.com
mailto:alisonsheets@usa.net
http://www.alpine-rescue.org


Med Com Winter 2017 
Christopher Van Tilburg MD, MRA MedCom Chair and Crag Rats, 

Hood River OR 

In this installment of the MRA MedCom contribution to Meridian, 

we decided to pose a question to the panel and include the MRA 

ICAR delegates.  Should mountain rescuers responding to potential 

avalanche conditions use an airbag backpack, an artificial air pock-

et device, or both?  

Note: These devices are just one small piece of avalanche safety 

which includes good judgement, avalanche avoidance, burial 

avoidance if caught, and an amalgamation of safety and rescue 

equipment.  

Airbag Backpacks 

Airbag backpacks have proliferated in North America. They are 

generally two systems. Fan airbags use battery-operated fans to 

inflate the airbag(s). Canister airbags are one of several models: 

compressed air, nitrogen, or carbon dioxide/argon. Airbags have 

been shown to decrease avalanche fatalities by lessening complete 

burial.  

Cons: Expensive, moderately heavy, may increases risk tolerance, 

canisters one-time use, fan susceptible to electronic failure, de-

ployment failure by user. 

Pros: Help prevent burial, act as a large surface marker, may help 

lessen trauma, fan airbags allow multiple deployments on one 

charge and are airline friendly; canister airbags are lighter and less 

expensive 

Artificial air pocket device 

Artificial air pocket devices are made in the North America by Black 

Diamond Equipment and marketed as the Avalung. They have 

been demonstrated to help prevent asphyxiation once one is com-

pletely buried by diverting carbon dioxide from mixing with air in 

the snowpack.  

Cons: moderately expensive, moderately heavy, may increase risk 

tolerance, cumbersome to use with a backpack, mouth piece must 

be in mouth and remain intact Pros: maintain an open airway, help 

prevent asphyxia once buried 

Using both 

Currently in North America there is no combination backpack, alt-

hough Ferrino of Italy makes the Full Safe, incorporating both de-

vices. Another option is to attach the Black Diamond Avalung to an 

airbag backpack.  

Cons: using both is expensive, moderately heavy, may increase risk 

tolerance, cumbersome to strap Avalung onto airbag backpack, 

user error theoretically increases with two devices 

Pros: using both helps prevent burial and helps prevent asphyxia if 

buried, provides a secondary system if the primary fails 
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MRA MedCom Comments 

Cassie Lowry Edmark W-EMT. When looking at airbag designs, 

choose one that surround the back of the head to add more pro-

tection to the head and neck from trauma and potentiate an air 

pocket in front of your face should you get buried.  With respira-

tions systems, consider the high likelihood of user error if you 

can't get the mouthpiece in your mouth prior to burial. 

Timothy R. Hurtado, DO. Mountain rescuers should have the op-

tion of using personnel safety devices for avalanche response to 

potentially increase their chance of survival in the event of an addi-

tional avalanche involving the rescuer.  They should be aware of 

the limitations of the devices and using a device should not em-

bolden them to take undue risks.  

Don Slack, MD. Teams operating in areas with avalanche hazard 

should strongly consider having an airbag pack.  I prefer these to 

Avalung because airbags increase the odds that you will be unin-

jured first, and, second, at least visible on the surface.  We should 

be cognizant of the tendency to let technology increase our toler-

ance for risk. We should also be aware that in some terrain, getting 

hit by a slide will cause trauma, for which an airbag will be useless.   

Christopher Van Tilburg MD. Airbags should be mandatory for 

those deploying to avalanche prone terrain; air pocket devices are 

a good secondary device and can be incorporated to an airbag 

pack or one can consider using the Ferrino Full Safe. Practice is 

essential with both.  

Ken Zafren, MD. If you can only choose one, choose an airbag 

backpack; A product which incorporates both an airbag and an 

artificial air pocket device might be worth considering. At this time 

the only such product on the market is the Ferrino Full Safe. There 

are likely to be additional similar products in the future. 

MRA ICAR Avalanche Commission delegates comments 

Marc Beverly, Delegate. Airbags don't work in all avalanche terrain 

equally, air pocket devices are not fool-proof, and neither are Ava-

lungs. However, when you're under the white shroud of avalanche 

debris, you'll wish you had something.  

Oyvind Henningsen, Alternate Delegate. This issue is not cut and 

dry. If we believe that these devices have been shown to reduce 

the consequences if caught in an avalanche, then we must believe 

they should be utilized.   

Dale Atkins, Immediate Past Delegate. Statistically speaking air-

bags work, but there is no guarantee it will work for you. The best 

thing you can do to survive getting caught in an avalanche is not 

getting buried. If you're buried the AvaLung, may buy you time 

until friends can find you. 
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2017 National Cave Rescue                     
Commission Seminar 

Redmond, Oregon  

June 17 – 24, 2017 

By Eddy Cartaya, Deschutes County Mountain Rescue, Portland Mountain Rescue, National 
Cave Rescue Commission PNW Regional Coordinator, Glacier Cave Explorers  / National Spe-
leological Society 

The Seminar 

The National Cave Rescue Commission (NCRC) is a charter of the National Speleological Society (NSS). Its primary function is to develop cur-
riculum and deliver intensive seminars in cave rescue techniques. Each year, the NCRC hosts a national seminar, where all levels of training 
are offered during the same week.  This year, the Pacific Northwest Region of the NCRC is hosting the national seminar in the spectacular 
Bend/Redmond area of central Oregon. Nestled at the feet of the Cascades Range and bordering the alpine desert, Redmond is a unique 
playground for all things outdoors.  Register here: NCRC Seminar Registration. 

The NCRC national seminar is a true rescue immersion course.  It is over 100 hours of training delivered in 7½ days. For many agencies, it is 
a year's worth of training in one week!   Classes go from 0800 to 2200 hours each day. Most days have a morning classroom; afternoon field 
exercises at cliffs (Smith Rock State Park) or in caves, followed by more workshops after dinner. Expect to be in sessions with rescuers from 
all over world. 

Although geared towards cave rescue, the skills and exercises have equal value above ground. Patient packaging and litter handling over 
rough terrain is just as applicable at Smith Rock as it is in caves.  Topics include cave environment, cave hazards, patient packaging, patient 
assessment, splinting, vitals, hypothermia management, psychological considerations, ICS for search and cave operations, search opera-
tions, single rope technique, rigging vertical problems, all kinds of anchoring, underground communications, small unit leadership, 
etc.  Most of these skills are of equal value above ground. 

 Level 1 prepares students to serve as a team member in a cave rescue incident.  

 Level 2 prepares students to serve as task force leaders and tackle intermediate rigging problems.  

 Level 3 trains students to manage cave incidents and solve highly technical problems from high lines, minimal gear rigging, and water 
problems.  

 Team Operations and Field Exercises (TOFE) is a special opportunity to spend virtually every day in the field doing nothing but solving 
problems in cave rescue. At the end of the week, all four levels come together and participate in a super realistic cave rescue scenario 
that goes the entire day. 

By default, since caves are voids in 3 dimensions, all levels of NCRC include rope work, and you will be pre-tested on registration day to 
make sure you have a minimum level of competency in single rope technique.  The timed test is to climb up 30 feet of rope, down climb 6 
feet, do a change over, rappel back down, tie off your descender, and get feet back on the ground in 20 minutes, with your harness and 
gear starting inside your pack (this is to make sure you actually know how to put on your gear and set yourself up safely).  The test is easy, 
but you should make sure you can do these things.  I will be offering free practice sessions at the PNW-NCRC training tower at Redmond, 
Oregon in the weeks preceding the seminar for those wishing to practice.  Contact me at pacificnorthwest@ncrc.info for questions and times 
to practice.    
 
A formal national curriculum is used for the various levels of training with a written test and skills test administered at the end of the week. 
The core curriculum is divided into three levels.  Each of these levels is offered concurrently throughout the week.  At the end of the week, 
all the levels come together and operate as one unit to solve several mini-mock problems on day 6, and then a huge mock mission that runs 
all day on day 7.  There are often 100 people involved in the mock mission.  

The course is great fun!  The best minds of rescue and rigging, and the authors of most rigging books you read will be here.  Just talking over 
dinner is great because you learn even during casual conversation.  Everyone here is passionate about rescue operations so you can't help 
but learn.  Vendors will be on hand if you want to add to your personal cache.  And, because people attend the course from all over, it is a 
great networking opportunity.   

A Personal Note—In 25 years of taking virtually every rescue course in the nation, and some overseas, I still feel this is the best overall res-
cue course available.  It focuses training on rigging, medical, ICS, coms, and leadership all integrated into one skill level.   

So Who Should Take These Classes?—These courses were originally developed for cavers, by cavers back in the 1970’s, in response to calls 
that were beyond the scope of any conventional rescue team. If you are on a team that has caves in your response area, you can be as-
sured that the day will come when you are called to respond to a long cave rescue. 

 Registration is Open!  

https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=1847653
mailto:pacificnorthwest@ncrc.info


While many techniques of cave rescue are simply mountain rescue techniques done in the dark, there are many significant differences that 
could steer success or failure.  How anchors, litter handling, communications, single rope technique, and command and control are done 
are some of the more notable differences this course focuses on. This is the best way to get the standardized training to make you an even 
more valuable resource.  

Course Costs and Logistics—Because the course is so intensive, all meals are provided on site, and most students typically camp or stay at 
the venue.    

The seminar costs $675.00 for NSS members.  There is an additional fee of $100.00 for non-NSS members, or you can get a year’s member-
ship for only $35.00 at caves.org/info/membertypes.shtml. This covers eight days (100 hours) of training; all your meals (served on site), 
and your camping area fee. I know that may sound like a big price tag but in truth it just covers the cost of putting the course on.  NCRC 
makes no money on this and the instructors teach for free.  

Where—The course is being held at the Deschutes County fairgrounds, at the Expo Center. Check out this link to see more about it: 
www.expo.deschutes.org. All classroom sessions will be inside the huge climate controlled building. All meals will be served here as well.  

Getting There—The Redmond Airport (RDM) is virtually next door to the venue, so this is where you want to land if you plan to fly here. The 
Oregon High Desert Grotto will arrange transportation shuttles to ferry students to the site. The closest major airport is Portland (PDX). It is 
about a three-hour drive to Redmond from there. Transport from Portland will be at your own expense. See registration page at 
www.NCRC.info for information on shuttles and other options. 

Accommodations—Camping is on a grass field next to the rope gym, and is in walking range of modern bathrooms and showers. Tents are 
available for rent. Also, there are RV sites next door to the venue. For those wanting more plush accommodations, several hotels are right 
outside the gate to the fairgrounds. Grocery stores, Wal-Mart, and restaurants of all kinds are also just a few minutes’ drive outside the 
gate.  See registration site for all the details and links.  

Weather—Plan for an average high of mid to upper 70’s degrees and an average low of mid to upper 40’s. That said, June is kind of a wild 
card month.  It can hit 90 degrees for a day or two, or go down to the upper 30’s. Relative humidities are low. The air is very dry. Plan to 
have lots of water with you. 

Depending on the winter snowpack, there could be small patches of snow near some of the higher caves we may use. The caves are higher 
in elevation than Redmond, so expect cooler temperatures near them. 

Days are long in June, due to our high latitude. It starts to get light around 4:45 AM and doesn’t really get dark until after 10 PM. 

About the Caves—There are about 700 caves in the area of the seminar. Central Oregon Caves are mostly lava tubes, varying in complexity 
from a single borehole a mile long, to three-dimensional labyrinths that can get you hopelessly lost. The average temperature range in the 
caves is mid to low 40s.  Cave elevations 
range from 3500’ to 6500’. Caves are 
generally dry. None of the seminar caves 
will have water.  It is possible there could 
be ice floors in a couple of the caves.  
Many of our caves serve as cold traps and 
hold ice year round.  Some of the caves 
have very soft sandy floors, and crawling 
through those areas is like crawling on a 
beach. The average pit drop for seminar 
caves is about 35 feet.  There are a cou-
ple of exceptions for the higher course 
levels, which sport pits ranging from 95 
to 170 feet.  These are usually open verti-
cal conduits (OVC) that are essentially 
volcanic shafts that lead down to large 
chambers and often, complex passages.  
We also have some rather deep fissure 
caves, which a couple of levels will use. 

Caves are mostly roadside and easy to 
access. Where you do have to hike, it is 
flat. Most entrances are characterized by 
sinkholes with small, tight collapse en-
trances that quickly open up into a large 
passage.  In many caves, the tightest spot 
is getting through the steel gates. Drive 
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times to the caves from the venue vary from 25 minutes to 45 minutes. A couple of the caves for all day exercises are about one hour away.  
Redmond Caves is across the street from the venue.  

Many folks have called to ask if their gear will get shredded or destroyed by the lava. It is true lava rock is more abrasive than limestone, but 
your standard caving clothes will hold up just as well as they do back East.  There are many types of lava in our caves. Some are smooth bas-
alt that you can glide over, others have the more clingy lava you are probably accustomed to. Aside from boots and gloves, caving gear 
wears out about the same as it does in limestone caves. 

The most important item to have is good, sturdy, thick-soled boots. The floors of many caves are sand or ice, but the ones that have ex-
posed rolled lava will make your feet sore if you are wearing thin-soled shoes or boots. Since most of our caves are dry (no streams and very 
little mud), there is no reason to wear fancy, expensive canyoneering boots. The lava floors are rugged, and often pointed, so thick soled 
and sturdy boots will be greatly appreciated by your feet. 

You will also want good gloves, and a back-up pair or two. Your hands will get roughed up or cut in some places if you try to crawl bare-
handed.   

Most of the caves used in the seminar will be large, with very little crawling.  But where you do crawl, you will want thick, sturdy knee pads 
and elbow pads. You want these anyway when doing any kind of litter handling. We will have vendors at the seminar to sell coveralls and 
cave gear! Bring sunscreen for the cliff days or surface activities, sun visors for your helmets are a great idea, and don’t forget your Sun-
glasses! 

Bigfoot is rumored to live in the area, and there has been no shortage of Bigfoot hunters passing through.  With any luck, maybe you will get 
a sighting.  (I’d say plan on it!) After all, Bigfoot has been a caver longer than any of us! 

Cliff Sites—We are blessed to have the iconic Smith Rock State Park right in our back yard. This is a beautiful and majestic area of towers, 
canyons, and crevices that is home to some of the best rock climbing in the West. Every level of the seminar will get at least one day of 
training at this site. This is also a great place to play before or after the seminar, whether you are looking for rock climbing, scrambling, or 
just great hiking.  

Side Trips to Caves—As always, there will be side trips to area caves before and after the seminar. Some options include Malheur Cave, a 
flooded lava tube you can paddle or swim, with some vertical options in the ceiling, where you paddle up to a rope and start and end in 
your boat. Dynamited Cave just over the line into Washington has multiple levels, climbs, and traverses that can keep you busy for a couple 
of days. And weather/conditions permitting, a long day trip to the Sandy Glacier Caves on Mt Hood may be made available to a small but 
hardy, snow-savvy group.   

Venture Out On Your Own—Arrive early and leave late so you can enjoy the outdoor recreational opportunities…rock-climbing at Smith 
Rock (truly, an international climbing park); mountain biking on miles of single-track, mountaineering in the volcanic Cascades Mountain 
Range, hiking in three nearby wilderness areas, or paddle-boarding on the Deschutes and rafting on wild and scenic rivers.  

There are also milder and wilder things to do in the area, such as golfing and visiting the many award-winning micro-breweries and distiller-
ies. Locals take their beer very seriously. Walk the Bend Ale Trail, and don’t miss the Deschutes Brewery tasting room and tour. Check it out 
at visitbend.com! 
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2016 MRA Mission               
Reporting Overview 

Todd Lemein, Corvallis Mountain Rescue Unit 

A total of 1758 missions were recorded in the MRA database in 
2016. Fifty-one teams in 14 states reported missions, the bulk of 
which came from Colorado, California, and Arizona (Figure 1). 
Types of missions that were recorded varied in detail from broad 
categories such as “search” and “rescue” to more specific mission 
scenarios including avalanche, cave, dive, and flood among many 
others (Figure 2). From figure 2 it is clear that the two largest cate-
gories “search” and “rescue” could be broken into a more detailed 
mission type although that information is not currently available. 
Frequency of missions was greatest during the summer and it ap-
pears that missions reported from the end of 2016 were lower 
than missions reported from the end of 2015 (Figure 3).  

Figure 1. Total number of missions reported to the MRA database 
by all teams within a state. 

Figure 2. Total number of missions by mission type reported to the 
MRA in 2016 across all teams. 

Figure 3. Total number of reported missions by month across all 
teams to the MRA in 2016. 



ITRS 2017 Poster Sessions  
This is a great opportunity we are offering to allow you to share 
your technical rescue material in a more personal, conversational 
setting. Go to http://itrsonline.org/ to get the guidelines for poster 
presentations.  
 
Limited Enrollment 
In order to encourage the informal free flow of information involv-
ing all participants, enrollment has been limited to 150 persons. If 
necessary, a waiting list will be available. 
 
ITRS Sponsors 
The International Technical Rescue Symposium is presented jointly 
by Pigeon Mountain Industries (PMI), Inc. and CMC Rescue, Inc.  
ITRS 2017 is co-sponsored by the Mountain Rescue Association 
(MRA), National Association for Search and Rescue (NASAR), Socie-
ty of Professional Rope Access Technicians (SPRAT), National Cave 
Rescue Commission (NCRC) of the National Speleological Society, 
and the Helicopter Rescue & Response Association (HRRA).  

Thank you for your consideration in presenting your topic at the 
International Technical Rescue Symposium in 2017. We look for-
ward to your participation and for contributing to the ITRS commu-
nity!  
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It is time to submit your presenter proposals for the 2017 Interna-
tional Technical Rescue Symposium! This year’s event is occurring 
November 2-5, in Denver, Colorado. Details can be found at http://
itrsonline.org/.  

Please consider sharing your latest research, experiences, and 
testing with others – just like you - in the rescue field. If you know 
someone willing to present a topic that the ITRS community would 
enjoy, please share this information with them now. ITRS is gather-
ing persons from across the spectrum of rescue disciplines to 
share theoretical and practical news and views on:  

 Controversial Issues 

 New Equipment 

 New Developments in Gear Technology 

 Research and Testing Results 

 Technique and Systems Discussions 

 Medical Considerations in Rescue 

 Analysis of High Angle Accidents 

 Development in Helicopter Rescue 

 Swiftwater Rescue Topics 

 

ITRS 2017 Presentations Proposals 
Anyone interested in presenting at ITRS 2017 can access the 
required Presenter Forms at http://itrsonline.org/presenter-
info/ or request it by email at program@itrsonline.org. The 
deadline for submitting a presentation proposal is August 4, 
2017. Once the completed paperwork has been received, the 
ITRS Program Committee will review and respond to proposals 
by September 1. Final Proceedings Papers (2-8 pages total in 
length) will be due by October 1, 2017.  

ITRS Presentation Awards 
To encourage and reward excellence in presentations, the 
Symposium offers a “Presenter Award” program. The program 
is intended to award and acknowledge presenters who give 
presentations which reflect experience in facts and data 
(rather than opinion or conclusion); choice of topic (applicable 
to field work); and state of the art technical rescue. After the 
final presentation, attendees will have opportunity to vote on 
the presentations based on seven categories, with one award 
going to each category. Each winner will receive a $200 hono-
rarium.  

http://itrsonline.org/
http://itrsonline.org/
http://itrsonline.org/


Scenarios/Skills Station Workshop will be a free event on Thursday 
that is open to all search dog teams in all disciplines and all skill 
levels, prospective handlers, and flankers. The workshop will be a 
fun opportunity to practice realistic and practical skills that will 
benefit all search dogs and handlers.  
 
Trackers presents 
Track Aware Class to be held on Wednesday, May 31st, at the 
Lucky Peak Nursery off Highway 21 . The purpose of this class is to 
expose interested SAR and law enforcement personnel to funda-
mentals of mantracking. This class will be taught by certified track-
ers from Idaho Mountain SAR and will involve both classroom and 
field work. 
 
Evidence Search: Thursday, June 1. Joel Hardin (Chief Instructor 
and administrator of Joel Hardin Professional Tracking Services) 
has agreed to lead this informative class, an all-day session. We 
invite you to visit the conference website at www.imsaru.org/
sarcon All members of the SAR community are welcome to attend. 
For eligible attendees seeking credit hours, Idaho POST credit will 
be available.  
 
Please forward this invitation to all members of the SAR communi-
ty who might have an interest in attending. We welcome non-MRA 
members attending in the spirit of the past SARCON conventions 
to broaden the knowledge and experience base. Idaho Mountain 
Search and Rescue Unit (IMSARU) looks forward to seeing you all 
in June. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
Amanda Leader 
2017 MRA Conference Committee Chairperson 
208-861-2130 
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Fellow Rescuers: 
 
It is that time again for early registration for the Spring Mountain 
Rescue Association National Conference to be held in beautiful 
Boise, Idaho. The Boise area has many opportunities for outdoor 
enthusiasts within a close drive radius. The Riverside Hotel, where 
the conference will be held, is located along the Boise River, where 
fly fishing is abundant and water enthusiast recreate year-round. 
The nearby Boise River Whitewater Park and Esther Simplot Park 
offer inviting walking paths, river surfing, SUP yoga, fitness, and 
relaxation on Quinn’s Pond, all within walking distance along the 
46- mile greenbelt. The Ridge to Rivers trail system, located in the 
nearby Boise Foothills, offers over 190 miles of trails for mountain 
bikers, hikers, walkers and runners. Southwest and Central Idaho 
offers a wide variety of outdoor spring activities including rock 
climbing, mountain biking, whitewater rafting and kayaking, 
golfing, hiking, and much more. The terrain varies from the world-
renown Sawtooth Mountain Range to the City of Rocks climbing 
area in our high desert. 
 

Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue is proud to be hosting this 
year’s conference. We have been working hard to provide activi-
ties, training and seminars that will be of interest to all who 
attend, with a wide variety of pre-conference actives that begin as 
early as Tuesday, May 30th. These pre-conference events are a 
precursor to a the main conference events that will cover topics 
such as wilderness medicine, clandestine drug operations, Ral-
ston’s Side Scan Sonar, water safety, emotional first aid, avalanche 
safety, rescue rope testing…just to name a few. Friday, June 2nd, 
will be the start of the main conference schedule which will in-
clude the traditional social banquet for all to enjoy and get ac-
quainted. Pre-conference events (fees for the following are to be 
determined): 
 
Tech Team presents 
Climb Mt. Borah (Idaho’s tallest peak) directed by Sawtooth Moun-
tain Guides. A one day trip excursion and a unique opportunity 
that is located in the central section of the Lost River Range with in 
the Challis National Forest. 
 
Partner and Self-Rescue Seminar directed by Sawtooth Mountain 
Guides. The City of Rocks National Reserve, a popular climbing and 
camping destination, will be the location for this event. 
 
Light Weight and Tech Equipment and Techniques presented by 
Richard Delaney, an international expert and Rescue 3 Internation-
al Rope Instructor from Australia. This unique seminar will be a 2 
day class with the location TBD. 
 
K9 Team presents 
Human Remains Detection (HRD) training with a water focus, led 
by Lisa Higgins and Suzie Goodhope. This class is open to interme-
diate to advanced HRD teams and can accommodate up to 12 dogs 
and handlers. This training will take place from Tuesday through 
Thursday. 
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Editor’s Note 

 

Our reporting data can be a great tool for assessing the type, frequency, and timing of the missions that we respond 
to. We can use this data to review where we should focus our training, what areas are hot spots for missions, how 
regional variation may affect training and response efforts. To do this we all need to get our teams to record and re-
port our data. There is a larger conversation here about what we should be reporting and how that data is used, but 
for a start I hope that the MRA is able to present interesting, and useful, summaries of the data that we do have. 

 

Thank you to all who continue to contribute to the Meridian and I hope to hear from more of you! We need your 
stories, ideas, input, and conversation.  

 

Todd Lemein 
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SHOP HERE (Members Only)! 

http://www.mra.org/member-services/member-login

