
MISSIONS
April - October 2018



Steve Bryant -  Alta Lo ma |  Pete Carlson - B lue Jay
Corey Ellison - Laguna N iguel |  Gary Fa rris - Palm D esert |  Michael George - R iv erside

Donny Goetz  - Lo s Angeles  |  Glenn Henderson - H emet |  Eric Holden - T emecula 
Tony Hughes - Y o rba Linda |   Kevin Kearn - H untingto n B each |  Rob May - R iv erside

Roger May - R iv erside |  Dana Potts - C o ro na |  Kaitlyn Purington - Laguna H ills
Shani Pynn - R iv erside |  Alex Rilloraz a - C o ro na |  Tyler Shumway - H emet 
Fr ank Snider - R iv erside |  Ray Weden - Murrieta |  Gwenda Y ates - H emet

Support Members
K irk  C lo yd |  Jo e E rick so n |  K aylean May |  B rad Sco tt |  T y W ittersheim

Thank You!

   
  R

IVERSIDE

M
O

U N TA I N  R E S C U
ETo all that volunteer their time and financial assistance....

     Countless people owe their lives

OUR SUSTAINING MEMBERS
March 1, 2018 - November 5, 2018

BENEF ACTOR CLUB $ 1,000.00 +
Riverside Elks |  SoCal ASTA ( American Society of Travel Advisors)

SUMMIT CLUB $ 500.00+
Marv in &  Mitsuru Matsumo to  |  I dyllw ild R o tary Ann’ s

PATRON CLUB $ 200.00+
Max ie Jayme |  B rian and C hantal H aro ld |  Patrick  O lso n

CENTURY  CLUB $ 100.00+
Janet B rew ster |  D o nald B rew ster |  Jo hn B rew ster |  Gary B rew ster
M. Scott Hooks, Inc. | Westcoe Realtors, Inc. | Rhonda Shumway

Allan and Nancy Rabin | Dr. Carol Lovatt | Robert Lennox

SUPPORTING <  $ 100.00
MaryD o ris Po w ers |  Gary and Susan W eber |  D av id Stew art
K enneth W illiams |  Laurence C harlet |  T ho mas K acz marek

Stanto n Shanno n |  B enj amin C ro w ell

RESCUE TEAM MEMBERS
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T hey do  no t receiv e remunera-
tio n f o r time giv en to  search and 
rescue. 

T he members mak e up a small,  
but spirited,  gro up o f  mo untain-
eers w ho  spend o ne w eek end each 
mo nth training to  sharpen their 
rescue sk ills. 

E ach member must pro v ide all o f  
thier o w n eq uipment at a co st o f  
mo re than $ 2, 500. 

B eside acting as highly co mpetent 
rescue w o rk ers,  members also  
w o rk  clo sely w ith scho o ls,  clubs,  
church gro ups,  and Sco ut tro o ps 
thro ugho ut the area to  teach 
mo untain saf ety. T he o unce o f  
prev entio n may w ell prev ent the 
untimely po und o f  cure.
I n this new sletter  issue are sum-
maries o f  all o ur missio ns f ro m July 
2017 thro ugh March 2018 .  

Summaries o f  all o ur missio ns dat

f ro m all w alk s o f  lif e. T hey regular-
ly leav e their j o bs ( o r in the middle 
o f  the night,  their w arm beds)  to  
respo nd to  a call f o r help. 

T he R iv erside Mo untain R escue 
U nit is a gro up o f  v o lunteers 
trained and ready to  respo nd to  
w ilderness emergencies. 

At any ho ur o f  the day,  law  en-
f o rcement agencies,  natio nal park  
and military o cials may call u on 
the U nit to  aid an unf o rtunate 
v ictim. 

T he unit is o n co nstant alert,  v ia 
tex t messages,  to  search f o r and 
e ect the rescue o  hikers, skiers, 
ro ck  climbers and o utdo o rsmen 
w henev er and w herev er tragedy 
strik es. 

T he unit perf o rms abo ut 95%  o f  
its missio ns in R iv erside C o unty. 
H o w ev er,  it has trav eled so uth into  
Mex ico ,  no rth into  the H igh Sierras 
and into  N ev ada to  acco mplish its 
lif esav ing missio ns.
     
T he unit is currently co mprised o f  
23  v o lunteers,  w ho  literally co me 

About Riverside Mountain 
Rescue Unit

Photos Left and Below:
RMRU Team Members on

ost rrow Spire
osemite ational ark
uly  
hotos  ete arlson  RMRU

Continued on Page 12



The following pages contain a
selection of first hand accounts
of R R  missions ritten by
the team members involved
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Stranded Mom and Girls
March 30, 2018
Dripping Springs Area
Written by Glenn Henderson

I  receiv ed a call at 5: 3 0 f ro m call 
captain Gw enda Y ates that Star 9 
w as req uesting o ne R MR U  perso n 
to  respo nd to  H emet R yan airbase. 
I  q uick ly gather up my gear and 
w as o n scene 20 minutes later.

A youn  mother had walked o  
the end o f  a trail near the D ripping 
Springs campgro und o utside o f  T e-
mecula w ith three small girls ages 
( 7,  7,  and 5) . T hey w ere stranded 
o n the side o f  a hill in heav y brush 
w itho ut w ater,  f o o d o r w arm 
clo thing. Pilo t R yan B urk  and T FO  
Technical li ht cer  Ray Heirs 

and I  discussed ho w  to  plan the 
o rder o f  ho ists to  get them all o ut.

We li ted o  at  and ew to 
the lo catio n o f  o ur stranded hik -
ers. R ay put me o n the ho o k  and 
lo w ered me to  them. Y ik es! ! ! !  T he 
little girls w ere so  small!  T he reg-
ular screamer suits w ere go ing to  
be w ay to o  big,  so  w e w o uld hav e 
to  do  three separate trips w ith o ur 

o ne child siz e suit.
T he girls didn’ t w ant to  go  but 
af ter talk ing to  them abo ut ho w  it 
w o uld be a f un ride,  j ust lik e Magic 
Mo untain and that I  w o uld go  w ith 
each o f  them they slo w ly co nsent-
ed. I ot the first one suited u  and 
co nnected us to  a “ tw o  up” . T his 
is a dev ice w ith an O  ring that had 
tw o  straps attached to  it,  o ne f o r 
me and o ne f o r her. As w e lif ted 
o  I was able to wra  both arms 
aro und her and ho ld her tight until 
w e go t to  the do o r o f  the helico p-
ter. W e go t her inside,  buck led into  
the seat and ew her to waitin  
Sheri s de uties on the round.

We then ew back and did the 
same ro utine tw o  mo re times and 

ew each irl back to the de uties 
on the round. We then ew back, 
and I  ho o k ed Mo m up w ith ano ther 

screamer suit and she w as lif ted 
to  the helico pter. I  so o n f o llo w ed 
and we all ew back as the sun was 
no w  go ne and it w as getting dark .

W e go t back  to  H emet R yan 
aro und 7: 15 f o r a debrief  o f  the 
mission. reat yin  by Ryan 
as this was his first rescue with 
R MR U . H e did a v ery pro f essio nal 
j o b ho lding the helico pter ro ck  
steady,  and to  v eteran,  R ay w ho  
nev er gets ex cited,  j ust do es his 
usual great j o b to  bring the ho o k  to  
me perf ectly 5 times this ev ening.

R MR U  Members I nv o lv ed:  Glenn 
H enderso n.

 
  young mother had 

walked off the end of a trail 
.... with three small 
girls   and 

RMRU RESCUER - 
                     GLE N N  H E N D E R SO N
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Stranded Climbers  
Tahq uitz  Rock
April 22, 2018
Tahq uitz  Rock, Idyllwild
Written by Eric Holden

Sunday mornin , I had ust fin-
ished mak ing break f ast f o r my 
f amily w hen at 8 am the callo ut 
came. T w o  climbers hav e been 
stuck  o n the side o f  T ahq uitz  R o ck  
since yesterday. T hey had been 
climbing W ho dunit,  a 5.9,  5-8  pitch 
climb up the no rthw est recess and 

ot o  route. I uickly tossed all 
my perso nal climbing gear and 
ro pes into  the car and headed 
o ut. I  met w ith Glenn at K eenw ild 
helipo rt and w e get the inf o rma-
tion rom the Riverside Sheri s 
Av iatio n U nit ( Star-9)  w ho  had 

own over the sub ects. They were 
appro x imately 200-3 00f t f ro m the 
summit and under a ro o f .

W e co me up w ith a plan to  mo v e 
perso nal and gear to  the to p o f  
T ahq uitz  R o ck  v ia helico pter and 
then would er orm a ick o  once 
o n to p. I  w o uld go  o v er the side 
and Glenn w o uld run o peratio ns,  

R ay w as do w n at H umber Park  
w ith bino culars to  run co mmuni-
catio ns and base. Glenn grabbed 
some ear and was the first to be 
inserted. W hile Glenn w as dro pped 
o  Mike and ete arrived at een-
w ild. Af ter Star-9 returned I  lo aded 
it w ith mo re ro pes and gear. A 

uick i ht later and Star  was 
ex pertly ho v ering abo v e T ahq uitz  
to  allo w  a “ H o v er Step”  o f  abo ut 5 
f eet.

A co uple mo re trips and w e had all 
the ro pes,  gear and perso nnel at 
the to p o f  the ro ck . Ancho rs w ere 
set up and I  rappelled do w n to  the 
tw o  subj ects.

As w e didn’ t k no w  their ex act 
distance f ro m the to p I  had an 
ex tra 200f t o f  ro pe o n my back  in 
case it w as o v er 200f t. T urns o ut,  
it w as almo st ex actly 200f t and w e 
co uld perf o rm the rescue w itho ut 
hav ing to  tie ro pes to gether. T he 
tw o  subj ects,  Z ach and T o m,  spent 
the night w edged in a crack  abo ut 
a f o o t w ide o n a ro ute called T he 
C o nso latio n D irect ( 5.10a/ b) .

Af ter a q uick  assessment neither 
w as inj ured,  bo th w ell hydrated 
and f ed. I  attached T o m to  o ur 
tw o  rescue lines and w e had him 
start climbing up w hile Glenn,  Pete 
and Mik e used a 3 : 1 haul line w ith 
back up belay line to  assist. W hile 
T o m w as being raised,  Star-9 came 
in and dro ed o  Tony one o  our 
tw o  Y o semite big w all climbers o n 
the team) .

O nce T o m w as successf ully raised,  
T o ny w as able to  get bo th rescue 
lines back  do w n to  me. I  ho o k ed 
Z ach up and he repeated his part-
ners climb to  the to p o f  the ro ck . 
H o o k ing up my ascenders I  began 
the f un pro cess o f  j umaring back  
up the ro pe carrying a f ull pack ,  
an ex tra ro pe,  and the ro pe I  w as 
j umaring o n. O nce back  o n to p I  
learned C o rey had arriv ed and w as 
mak ing his w ay up the climber’ s 
trail to  assist w ith carrying gear 
o ut. C o rey q uick ly met up w ith the 
team and w e all made the hik e 
back  do w n to  H umber Park .

ric Reppalling Trailing Two Ropes

Subjects Zach top and Tom 
bottom where they spent 

the night

M I S S I O N  R E V I E W S   A P RI L  -  OC T OB E R 2 0 1 8
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W hat w ent w ro ng?  O ur subj ects 
ot o  route which ut them in 

terrain that w as o ut o f  their ability. 
T hey didn’ t f eel they co uld saf e-
ly descend,  ascend,  o r get back  
o n their target ro ute and called 
911. H av ing perso nally pulled tw o  
atalities o  the rock in less than  

mo nths,  I  am v ery glad they cho se 
to sacrifice some ride instead o  
risk ing the co nseq uences.

T hings to  learn?  Alw ays carry a 
go o d ro ute descriptio n. A q uick  
beta printo ut w eighs nex t to  no th-
ing and can be carried by the l

lead climber if  any q uestio ns arise. 
H av e a bailo ut plan and k no w  
w here go o d rappel statio ns are. 
K no w  that o n any climb yo u may 
have to sacrifice ear to make the 
bailo ut plan w o rk .

RMRU Members Involved: 
Pete C arlso n,  C o rey E lliso n,  Glenn 
H enderso n,  E ric H o lden,  T o ny H ughes,  
Michael Geo rge,  and 
R aymo nd W eden.

Riverside Sheri s Aviation  
Andy R asmussen ( Pilo t)  and 
E ric H annum ( T FO ) .

Search J oshua Tree
April 24, 2018
J ohnny Lang Canyon, J oshua 
Tree National Park
Written by Shani Pynn

I  w o k e up this mo rning w ell bef o re 
daw n. I t f eels lik e I  hav en’ t been 
o n a search in so  lo ng. I  pack ed all 
my gear the night bef o re,  so  all I  
had to  do  w as head o ut the do o r. 

 AM I was meetin  u  with Alex 
and Glenn. I  made it to  J-T ree early 
and go t to  w atch the sun rise. T he 
Sheri s, Desert Search and Rescue 
( D SAR ) ,  and R MR U  had co me to  
help the Jo shua T ree Search and 
R escue ( JO SAR )  crew s.

T he subj ect o f  o ur searching ex -
peditio n w as an o lder blind hik er 
w ith a past heart co nditio n. T his 
perplex ingly adv enturo us elderly 
man had the f o resight to  hav e a 
plan. H e had lef t a no te o n his car 
days bef o re,  adv ising at w hat time 
he sho uld be searched f o r. T hat 
time w as late Sunday,  it w as no w  
T uesday,  and JO SAR  had searched 
the day bef o re. Since he hadn’ t 
been f o und w e w o uld search 
so me mo re. Mo nday’ s search had 
turned up so me clues,  w hich to  o ur 
ears w as happy new s. JO SAR  had 
f o und track s and arro w s po inting 
his w ay,  it seemed lik e to day might 
be a go o d day.

ur sub ect started o  rom uail 
Springs Picnic Area park ing lo t,  
headed to  Jo hnny Lang C anyo n in 
search o f  things that w ere buried. 
I t seems he had an interest in the 
mines,  so  w e w o uld be w atching 
f o r tho se to o  this time. Af ter a 
saf ety check  my team headed o ut 
o n assignment. W e had a w aypo int 
and set out to find it. I checked our 
co mmunicatio ns w hen w e w ere 

ric on ace with Tom limbing Up and Rescue Members on Top
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o ut o f  sight. B asecamp co uld hear 
me clearly,  so  w e w ere alright. W e 
reached o ur po int by abo ut 9am 
and f o und a spo t w ith so me shade 
to  spend the time.

O nce teams 1 thro ugh 3  track ed 
o ur subj ect to  a drainage w e w o uld 
head up there. U ntil then,  w e w ere 
staged nearby and enj o yed the 
f resh air. T o  check  in by radio  I  had 
to find some hi her round, so I 
began searching aro und. H alf w ay 
up a hill w as receptio n ro ck  w here I  
w as able to  sit and talk .

I  check ed in w ith B asecamp w atch-
in  uail y by and was advised to 
k eep standing by. T eam 2 radio ed 
in they had a hik er f o llo w ing them. 
W itho ut o ther directio n they did 
their best to  w o rk  aro und him. A 
little bit later he headed o  ahead, 
much to  team 2’ s track ers’  dread. 
T he search co ntinued w ith mo re 
arro w s and sign. My team lis-
tened to  the repo rts,  passing the 
time. Just af ter o ur latest check  

in aro und 10: 3 0 it seemed w e had 
a repo rting party ( R P)  hik er. O ur 
elderly blind pro specto r w as aliv e 
and aw ak e,  altho ugh he w asn’ t 
f eeling that great. T he R P said he 
had dehydratio n and abdo minal 
pain and gav e a w aypo int to  help 
o ur teams’  aim. W ith a liv e subj ect 
and a po int to  guide the w ay,  I  
tho ught it w o uld turn o ut to  be a 
go o d day.

T eams 2 and 3  headed to w ards o ur 
guy. T he rest o f  the teams w aited,  
standing by. H earing o n the ra-
dio  that o ur subj ect w as f o und,  a 
Sherri s  helico ter let base know 
they w ere aro und. W hile team 2 
headed to w ard the w aypo int w ith 
s eed, team  icked a di erent 

ath. Team  ot there first and 
w e all w aited,  breath caught in o ur 
thro ats. T he radio  crack les and w e 
w ere all listening. W e heard “ I  hav e 
reached the subj ect. H e has a pulse 
and he is breathing.”  A co llectiv e 
“ Y es! ”  echo ed acro ss 

the desert oor as our s irits were 
lif ted o nce mo re. T he H elico pter 
came in and pick  up the subj ect to  
be own back to asecam  where 
an ambulance w as w aiting.

H ik ing back  to  B asecamp w ith the 
helico pter up ahead,  I  had upbeat 
90s music stuck  in my head. An 
ambulance f erried o ur subj ect 
aw ay and o ur benev o lent helico p-
ter ew o  or another day. ack at 
B asecamp they gav e us so me f o o d 
and w ater. W e turned in o ur shared 

ear and cooled o  with ice cubes. 
W e w ere luck y so  f ar,  this co uld 
have one a di erent way. I have 
to  say,  to day w as a go o d day.

RMRU Members Involved: 
Glenn H enderso n,  Shani Pynn,  
and Alex  R illo raz a.

Search & Rescue  
Lost Hiker 
May 21, 2018
San J acinto Peak
Written by Pete Carlson

At M we ot the call or a 
lo st hik er in the San Jacinto  Peak  
area. Riverside Sheri s Aviation 

nit was able to y over the eak 
in high w inds and spo t the subj ect 
and tell us her lo catio n bef o re it 
go t dark . B ecause o f  high w ind 
they w o uld no t be able to  do  a 
ho ist. W e arriv ed at the T ramw ay 
aro und 8 : 00PM and q uick ly made 
o ur plans. E ric and I  w o uld hik e to  
the Peak  w hile Glenn and Michael 
w o uld stay back  and run base and 
be av ailable if  w e needed them to  
hik e up. State Park  R anger B ill w as 
staying o v er in the R anger cabin 
and had cell pho ne co mmunica-
tio ns w ith the Subj ect.

Shani at Radio Rock

le  hiking out with Teams  and 
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Max ie had started hik ing late 
and reached the summit aro und 
4: 00PM. She w as w ell eq uipped 
w ith j ack ets,  f o o d,  and W ater,  
but no  to po  map o r GPS unit as 
she tho ugh it w as an easy hik e o n 
trails. B ut the summit o f  San Jacin-
to  is a big pile o f  bo ulders and o nce 
yo u past the Summit H ut and start 
up the bo ulders yo u can no  lo nger 
see the Summit H ut. O nce o n the 
Summit she to o k  in the v iew  and 
then started to  head do w n. B ut 
she w ent do w n the w ro ng side 
to w ards Little R o und Valley. She 
o nly w ent do w n 100 yards o r so  
and realiz ed she w as in the w ro ng 
place but did no t k no w  w hich w ay 
to  go . She called the R anger C abin 
number o n her permit and spo k e 
to  B ill w ho  to ld her to  stay put,  do  
no t go  w alk ing aro und anymo re 
and help w o uld co me to  her.

E ric and I  lef t the R anger C abin at 
9: 15PM and headed up. W e to o k  
the Sid D av is trail as it is the f ast-
est w ay to  the Summit. W e go t to  
T amarack  Valley in 3 0 minutes and 
reached the main trail up belo w  
the gully up to  Jean Peak  in an

another  minutes. We took a 
sho rt break  and eat so me energy 
f o o d and drank  w ater. W e bo th 
w ere j ust w earing lo ng sleev e 
shirts and w ere so ak ed in sw eat. 
W e co ntinued up and co ntacted 
Max ie at 11: 45PM o nly 2 ½  ho urs 
af ter starting o ur hik e.

She w as in go o d spirts o nce she 
saw  us. She w as co ld ev en w ith her 
j ack ets as she w as j ust sitting since 
5PM,  almo st 7 ho urs. W e tho ught 
it w as no t to  co ld as w e had been 
hik ing hard. I n f act,  w e f o und o ut 
it w as 3 7 degrees at the R anger 
C abin. W e w rap her up in a do w n 
sleeping bag and gav e her energy 
f o o d to  eat and eat mo re o urselv es 
tak ing abo ut 15 minutes. T hen w e 
started back  do w n to  the T ram-
w ay. She w as a stro ng hik er and 

had no  pro blems o n the w ay back .

W e reached the R anger C abin in 
2 ¼  ho urs a little af ter 2: 00AM. 
State Park  R anger B ill to o k  do w n 
inf o rmatio n f ro m her f o r his re-
po rts and w e relax ed in the cabin 
f o r abo ut 20 minutes and then w e 
did the dreaded w alk  up the 
tramw ay ramp and into  the upper 
statio n to  get a f ew  ho urs sleep. 
At AM the lower tram station 
o pened the do o rs to  the car up 
to p and w e go t in and they clo sed 
them behind us and w e ro de 
do w n.

A big thank s to  the State Park  ( B ill)  
f o r k eeping in to uch w ith Max i by 
cell pho ne and running the base 
radio  f o r us during the missio n. 
Also ,  to  the T ramw ay Perso nal w ho  
are alw ays f riendly and helpf ul to  
us during a missio n. And lastly to  
R SO  Av iatio n ( E ric H annum)  f o r 
perf ect directio ns to  the subj ect.

RMRU Members Involved: 
Pete C arlso n,  Michael Geo rge,  
Glenn H enderso n,  and E ric H o lden

Lost Worker
J une 8, 2018
Black Mt. Campground
Written by Editor

C all C aptain Gw enda sent o ut the 
tex t that w e had a search f o r a 
w o rk er lo st aro und the B lack  Mt. 
C ampgro und. T he D eputy w as at 
the campgro und w aiting f o r us 
to  arriv e. W hile w e w here getting 
ready to  leav e f o r the search the 
D eputy called in that the missing 
w o rk er had f o und his w ay back  to  
the campgro und.

R MR U  Members I nv o lv ed:  
Gw enda Y ates

Subject at reak stop

iew from  foot level on San acinto
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16 -year-old stuck
J une 11, 2018
Massacre Canyon, San J acinto 
City Area
Written by Editor

We ot a call or a year old 
male stuck  in Massacre C anyo n. 
Glenn w ent and go t the rescue 
truck  and w hile he and o thers w ere 
driv ing to  the canyo n w e go t called 
o  that others had hel ed the 
yo ung man o ut o f  his pro blem and 
hik ed him o ut

R MR U  Members I nv o lv ed:  
Glenn H enderso n

Palm Springs Rescue
J uly 07 , 2018
Dry Fa lls, Palm Springs Area
Written by Shani Pynn

At abo ut 4: 00 AM I  w o k e to  the 
so und o f  o ur team being called o ut 
f o r a missio n. W e w ere to  assist 
o ur neighbo urs,  Palm Springs 
SAR ,  w ith a rescue o f  a stranded 
hik er they had been w o rk ing o n 
since the day bef o re in the Las 
Palmas E states area. So ,  I  ro lled 
o ut o f  bed and a f ew  minutes later 
I  w as riding o ut to  Palm Springs 
w ith Michael. Since I  w as riding 
sho tgun,  I  check ed in w ith o ur call 
captain Gw enda,  and go t so me 
mo re inf o  o n the missio n. T yler,  
T o ny,  and Glenn w ere also  o n their 
w ay and E ric w as go ing to  co me 
o ut a bit later. W e w ere go ing to  be 
assisting the Palm Springs team as 
necessary w ith their rescue.

W e arriv ed at the co mmand po st 
at ro ughly 5: 45 AM and I  check ed 
in w ith the SAR  team. T hey had 
been ho ping f o r so me help car-
rying so me o f  their gear up the 
hillside as it w as go ing to  be a v ery 

ho t day. B y the time w e w ere able 
to  driv e o ut tho ugh,  they had de-
cided to  go  f o r it and their peo ple 
were already out in the field. I let 
them k no w  ho w  many peo ple w e 
had co ming in and that w e w ere 
here if  they decided they w anted 
any help o r anything else carried 
in. W e chatted w ith them and 
w atched their team w ith bino cu-
lars as they finished their hike in 
and began to  set up their rescue 
system. T hey had a helico pter 
scheduled to y out rom LA at  
and head our way to do a ick o
o f  their subj ect,  a man stranded 
o n the slo pe belo w  the trail. T hey 
w eren’ t using Star 9 because the 
heat and terrain w o uldn’ t allo w  it 
to  get clo se eno ugh to  the subj ect 
to  rescue him saf ely.

At abo ut 8 : 00 AM Glenn decided,  
and w e agreed,  that so me o f  us 
should hike in to o er to hel  carry 
gear o ut since w e w ere there any-
w ays. T yler,  Michael,  and I  hik ed in 
to  the base o f  the slo pe the team 
w as w o rk ing o n and check ed in 
w ith the peo ple up to p o v er the 
radio . T hey had us stand by,  so  w e 
w aited w here w e w ere and had a 
nice v iew  o f  the helico pter w hen 
it arriv ed. T he helico pter w as able 
to  get to  the hik er and transpo rt-
ed him and the SAR  team o n the 
slo pe to  a landing z o ne nearby. 
Since ev erything w ent smo o thly 
w e hik ed back  o ut to  the co m-
mand po st and o ur v ehicles. Af ter 

check ing o ut j ust bef o re 9: 00 AM 
w e headed ho me,  happy to  hav e 
been there as back up f o r o ur f el-
lo w  SAR  team.

RMRU Members Involved: 
Michael Geo rge,  Glenn H enderso n,  
E ric H o lden,  T o ny H ughes,  Shani 
Pynn,  and T yler Shumw ay.

 
Lost Climbers 
Tahq uitz  Rock
J uly 15, 2018
Humber Park Area
Written by Eric Holden

At 23 10 ho urs w e go t a call o ut f o r 
3  lo st hik ers near T ahq uitz  Peak . 
Myself ,  T yler,  C o rey,  and Mik e w ere 
all heading up to  H umber Park . I  
was first on scene at the Idyllwild 
Ran er Station only to find that 
the R SO  D eputy had j ust lef t as 
they subj ects w ere by a ho use. T y-
ler arriv ed w hile the deputy dro v e 
them back  to  the ranger statio n.

T urns o ut the subj ects w ere climb-
ers and had ust finished climbin  
a ro ute call E l W hampo . T hey 
attempted to  tak e the N o rth E ast 
gulley as their descent ro ute but 
ended up heading w est do w n 
to w ards the f rictio n descent. T hey 
missed the trail and ended up 
heading do w n a rando m gulley 
until they hit the E rnie Max w ell 
trail. T hey f o llo w ed that until they 
reached a ho use w ere the deputy 
pick ed them up. Lesso n learned,  
alw ays k no w  yo ur descent ro ute,  
and bring headlamps ev en if  yo u 
do n’ t ev er ex pect to  use them.

RMRU Members Involved: 
C o rey E lliso n,  Michael Geo rge,  E ric 
H o lden,  and T yler Shumw ay.

 e arrived at the com
mand post at roughly  

M and I checked in with 
the S R team.

RMRU RESCUER - 
                     SH AN I  PY N N
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Lost person near 
Suicide Rock
August 04, 2018
Suicide Rock Trail
Written by Tony Hughes

T he C ransto n Fire had clo sed mo st 
o f  the trails in the San Jacinto  
mo untains. O n August 4th so me 
o f  the trails re-o pened at N o o n. 
A page w ent o ut at 4: 40 PM that 
w e had a lo st hik er near Suicide 
Rock. Sheri s Aviation in Star  
was able to y over and s ot her. 
T hey captured her co o rdinates and 
to ld her to  stay put. Mik e,  K aitlyn,  
and I  w ere all respo nding. Gw enda 
spo k e to  Av iatio n and giv en the 
f act that I  w as in O range C o unty 
and Mik e w as in C o ro na,  they sug-
gested w e get pick ed up at C o ro na 
Airpo rt. K aitlyn,  being the new est 
member o f  o ur team,  had no t yet 
co mpleted H elico pter training and 
w o uld hav e to  w ait this o ne o ut.

I n the sho rtest driv e I  hav e ev er 
made f o r a missio n,  I  w as at the 
airpo rt in abo ut 25 minutes. Mik e 
w as already there. W e w ere co n-
fident we would be doin  a hover 
step,  w here the helico pter w o uld 
get clo se the gro und o r to uches 
do w n a sk id allo w ing us to  get o ut. 
H o w ev er,  w e w anted to  prepare 
as plans so metimes change mid-

i ht, so we ut on our harnesses 
and w ere prepared f o r a ho ist. W e 
also  bro ught so me light technical 
gear in case the area w as steep. A 
f amily leav ing the airpo rt sto pped 
w hile w e w ere gearing up in the 
park ing lo t and ask ed if  w e w ere 
sk ydiv ing. W e let them k no w  w e 
w ere go ing to  rescue so meo ne 
f ro m the w ilderness and a helico p-
ter w o uld be pick ing us up if  they 
w anted to  stay and w atch. I  guess 

a helico pter isn’ t as ex citing as 
sk ydiv ing,  so  they lef t.

Star 9 arriv ed a f ew  minutes later 
and landed in a grass strip clo se to  
o ur cars. Mik e and I  go t in and w e 
started yin  toward Idyllwild. The 

i ht crew brie ed us on the way 
and I  entered the subj ects co o rdi-
nates in my S. We ew over the 
area o  the Cranston fire. The fire 
teams did an amaz ing j o b pro tect-
ing the ho mes and o ther struc-
tures o n the mo untain. E v erything 
w as burned ex cept narro w  areas 
o f  co v erage aro und ho mes. T he 
plan w as to  land at K een-W ild and 

uickly reconfi ured so our T , 
Jerry O sterlo h,  co uld be o n the 
o utside o f  the helico pter during 
the ho v er step. As w e appro ached 
K een-w ild w e q uick ly f o und o ut all 
3  pads w ere o ccupied –  2 w ith 

helico pters and o ne w ith a pallet o f  
w ater. T he w ater w as lik ely there 
to  prev ent so meo ne f ro m landing 
nex t to  o ne o f  the helico pters w ith 
a large ro to r.

C had Marlo t,  o ur pilo t,  to o k  us 
to  an alternate spo t o n a ridge 

abo v e Lak e H emet. O nce w e w ere 
reconfi ured, we headed toward 
Suicide R o ck . T he subj ect w as no w  
in the shado w s o f  the mo untain 
and w e w ere high eno ugh to  be in 
the sun,  so  w e co uldn’ t get a v isual 
to confirm she hadn t moved. We 
circled aro und to  the So uth-E ast 
side o f  Suicide R o ck . C had go t us 
in close, hoverin  about  eet o  a 
big ro ck  o utcro pping. Jerry to ssed 
our acks out. I was first out and 
despite telling the f amily w e w ere 
no t sk ydiv ing,  I ’ m pretty sure o ur 
ex it f ro m the aircraf t may hav e 

ualified as a base um . I hit the 
gro und and mo v ed to  a saf e spo t. 
Mik e w as prepping his j ump and 
at the same time the thrust f ro m 
the helico pter caused o ur pack s to  
start ro lling. T hank f ully they ro lled 
toward sa ety and not o  the cli . 
Mik e j umped do w n,  w e signaled to  

Star 9 that w e w ere all go o d,  and 
they took o .

W e q uick ly put o n o ur pack s and 
started heading to w ard the sub-
j ect,  w ho  w as abo ut 1/ 3  o f  a mile 
aw ay based o n the co o rdinates w e 
receiv ed. W e did a f ew  call o uts o n 

Tony  Subject  and Michael
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to p o f  Suicide R o ck  j ust in case she 
mo v ed. N o  respo nse. W e go t to  
the saddle that j o ins Suicide R o ck  
w ith the main D eer Springs T rail. 
W e did ano ther call o ut. W e had a 
respo nse. W e stayed high and tra-
v ersed acro ss a f ew  drainages. W e 
used call o uts lik e a game o f  Marco  
Po lo  co mbined w ith o ur GPS to  
ho ne in o n her lo catio n. W ithin a 
f ew  minutes w e came aro und a big 
pine tree and there she w as.

She didn’ t hav e any inj uries but 
had run o ut o f  w ater. W e gav e 
her a bo ttle o f  w ater and started 
hik ing do w n the v alley to  regain 
the climbers trail. She had co me 
up the climber’ s trail to  the to p o f  
Suicide R o ck ,  a hik e she had do ne 
many times, but had otten o  
trail in so me o ld gro w th f o rest o n 
the w ay back  do w n. She did the 
right thing by calling f o r help and 
staying put. W e w ere able to  get to  
her w ith abo ut 3 0 minutes o f  day 
light lef t. T he pick up f ro m C o ro na 
Airpo rt had sav ed us ho urs and 
made the rescue much simpler.

W e reached the climbers trail at 
the bo tto m o f  the v alley j ust be-
f o re dark . W e had a go o d chat o n 
the w ay do w n and ev eryo ne w as 
in go o d spirits. W e let the subj ect 
k no w  that the team w as ho lding 
o ur annual pancak e break f ast the 
nex t mo rning and that she sho uld 
sto p by if  she w as still in the area.

T his is the part o f  the trail that 
climbs up a bit bef o re dro pping 
do w n to  the w ater tank  by the 
priv ate ro ad. W e f o llo w ed the 
trail and reached the subj ects car,  
park ed at the to p o f  a priv ate ro ad 
near the w ater tank  o n the climb-
er’ s trail. T he rescue had go ne 
smo o thly to  this po int,  but w hat 

w o uld a rescue be w itho ut so me 
so rt o f  co mplicatio n. T he deputy 
w as no t at her car as w e had been 
led to  believ e. Mo st peo ple access 
the climbers trail f ro m the o ther 
w ater tank s o n Fern Valley ro ad,  so  
we assumed the o cer was rob-
ably o v er there. Mik e and I  had no  
v ehicle,  o ur cars w ere in C o ro na. 
W e had no  cell serv ice,  and no  
o ne w as respo nding o n the radio . 
T he subj ect had a car,  but it w as 
a 2-seater. Figuring the D eputy 
w as pro bably o n Fern Valley R o ad,  
Mik e headed do w n there to  see if  
he co uld spo t him. Mik e go t to  the 
ro ad and no  sign o f  the deputy. 
T he subj ect and I  go t in her car 
and dro v e aro und to  meet up w ith 
Mik e. W e co ntinued up to  H umber 
w here w e f o und the deputy. H e 
interv iew ed the subj ect and she 
w as f ree to  go .

I ut my stu  in the De uties 
v ehicle and this is w hen I  f o und o ut 
the to ss o f  my pack  f ro m Star 9 to  
the gro und had blo w n a ho le in my 
w ater bladder and go t ev erything 
in my pack  w et. W e dro v e do w n 
the ro ad and Mik e had co nnect-
ed w ith the seco nd deputy in the 
area. T he deputies dro v e us o v er to  
Lake Hemet Station and confirmed 
dispatch had co ntacted Star 9.

A little w hile later Star 9 pick ed 
us up and to o k  us back  to  C o ro na. 
O n the w ay the pilo ts mentio ned 
they co uld see ho t spo ts f ro m the 
Cranston fire still burnin  throu h 
their N GVs ( N ight Visio n Go ggles) ,  
ev en tho ugh they w eren’ t v isible 
to  the nak ed eye. T hey bro ught 
up the FLI R  o n the co nso le,  but 
it didn’ t w o rk  the same w ay and 
didn t show any ames.

Star  dro ed us o  at our cars 

and w e w ere do ne f o r the night. 
Mik e and I  had a sho rt night and 
q uick ly turned aro und and w ent 
to  the pancak e break f ast the nex t 
day.

O ur subj ect sto pped by and gav e 
us each so me co o k ies and a gif t 
card. She also  do nated to  the team 
and w e are v ery much appreciate 
her suppo rt.

RMRU Members Involved: 
Michael Geo rge,  T o ny H ughes,  
K aitlyn Puringto n,  and Gw enda 
Y ates.

Sheriff’s Aviation: 
Pilo t C had Marlo t and T FO  Jerry 
O sterlo h.

Riverside County Sheriff: 
D eputy B urden and D eputy B ruce

Two Hikers near 
Wellman Divide
August 10, 2018
San J acinto State Park
Written by Tyler Shumway

O n Friday August 10th at 7: 15pm 
I  w as at ho me w hen I  receiv ed a 
call f ro m Glenn H enderso n abo ut 
a po ssible ho ist missio n. T he o nly 
inf o rmatio n w e had f ro m 911 
dispatch w as a tex t message say-
ing,  “ My f riend is dead,  and I  am 
dying” . W hile Glenn and I  geared 
up at H emet R yan,  R iv erside 
County Sheri s Aviation nit Star 
9 w as already in ro ute to  assess 
the situatio n. U po n return,  Star 9 
w as able to  determine the sub-
j ect’ s lo catio n and a po ssible dro p 
in po int. T he lo catio n o f  the sub-
j ect w as 0.10 miles N W  o f  Annie’ s 
Junctio n ( PC T  mile 18 1)  alo ng the 
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in  back to   can be ound on 
o ur W ebsite at R MR U .o rg.

RMRU is always looking for 
new members!

We are an all volunteer, non rofit 
team o f  rescue v o lunteers w ho  are 
always lookin  or ualified eo le 
to  j o in o ur team o f  dedicated res-
cue members. As a member o f  the 
Mo untain R escue Asso ciatio n,  w e 
are no t yo ur av erage search and 
rescue team. I n additio n to  w hat 
is ex pected o f  mo st SAR  teams,  
w e specializ e in high-angle ro pe 
rescue and ex tended back  co untry 
and mo untain rescue missio ns. I f  
yo u think  yo u hav e w hat it tak es to  
be part o f  an elite mo untain rescue 
team,  please j o in us at o ne o f  o ur 
mo nthly meetings no rmally held 
the W ednesday o f  ev ery mo nth.  
W hile the regular meeting begins 

at 7 pm,  a training seaso n begins 
at  m and is a reat o ortunity 
to  meet o ne o n o ne w ith team 
members.  We meet at Sheri s 

ce alley ista substation at 
43 950 Acacia Street in H emet.   
     E mail inf o @ rmru.o rg ahead o f  
time to  mak e sure there w ill be 
so meo ne o ut f ro nt to  meet yo u.
We look forward to meeting 
you!

Even if you can’t join us in the 
field, your contribution can 
help make a vital difference
 in our mission to save lives.
     
R MR U  is a co mpletely v o lunteer 
search and rescue team that co v -
ers R iv erside C o unty and assists 
o ther SAR  teams in o ther co unties 
and states. E ach member purchas-
es their o w n eq uipment and tak es 
time o  work, without com ensa-
tio n,  to  participate in search and 
rescue missio ns.
     T eam eq uipment is purchased 
f ro m co ntributio ns f ro m the 
community.  We are a non rofit 

Y o ur do natio ns allo w  us to  k eep 
o ur training and team gear updat-
ed and help us to  sav e liv es. T his 
includes o ur rescue truck s and 
recent acq uistio n o f  a new  
co mmunicatio ns v an.

D o natio ns o f  any siz e are 
appreciated,  ho w ev er if  yo u w o uld 
lik e be a sustaining member,  

lease fill out the orm below.  We 
also take PAY PAL donations at 
info@ rmru.

A B O U T R I V E R S I D E  M O U N TA I N  R E S C U Efrom Page 3

Ray eden  one ine Recert. 

Technical Rock Training oshua Tree

igh ine emo  oshua Tree

Munter itch



Testimonials 
Our Reward
      are the people we help

Dear Riverside Mountain Rescue Unit,
      Words cannot describe the feelings and thankfulness for saving our brother’s life. How precious each and every 
one of you are to care enough to risk your own lives to save another’s. Your dedication, professionalism, your tal-
ents and skills, your compassion and your willingness are so very appreciated. WOW! ! Katherine

To the Riverside Mountain Rescue Team,
     Thank you for taking time out of your night on Friday to search for my friend Heidi, and I when we lost the trail 
on the way back from San Jacinto Peak. While I know it is something you gladly do – and enjoy – I do apologize 
for taking up your time because I made a very horrible mistake. You guys are awesome! Tom

Dear Sirs,
     I wanted to express my sincere gratitude to everyone involved in the search and rescue from Cabazon Moun-
tain.  Words can never even begin to express the new found appreciation and admiration I have for the jobs that 
each and every one of you do.
    I really appreciate the quick response to your Rescue Unit and the coordination with the Sheriff’s department. 
Because of your quick action I believe that I am here today and with my family and now have a new outlook on 
life and what is really important, and I thank you for that. Thank you for staying with my family during this time. 
Your compassions for humanity really shows. Best Regards Always, Won

Dear Friends,
     I just celebrated my first anniversary of being saved by your dedicated volunteers. My hats off to you especially 
Sully who went way beyond the call of duty. Keep up the good works.     God Bless Al

Dear Sirs,
     I would like to thank you on behalf of my husband and granddaughter for the assistance you gave and my 
son’s family last night and this morning. My husband and I are not hikers (although my husband is a retired Ma-
rine) so this is something we don’t ordinarily do. When we got stuck up in the forest overnight we knew we would 
have to fend for ourselves, but we also were pretty certain that our son and daughter-in-law would call for help. 
They did and you were magnificent.
     I also want to thank the volunteer search and rescue team, which was following us even though we never saw 
them. I know that having such a group is your area gives your residents and guests a great sense of security. I 
know that they are not under your command, but would you please forward our thanks.  Kim
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W ellman D iv ide T rail. D uring this 
time State Park s dispatched a park  
v o lunteer to  that lo catio n f ro m 
R o und Valley. Af ter passing W ell-
man C ienega ( 0.5 miles no rth o f  
the Subj ect)  State Park s w as able 
to  lo cate the f riend and repo rted 
that he w as deceased. H e w as then 
able to  co ntact the seco nd subj ect 
w ho  had req uested help and he 
w as aliv e.

Star  ew us to eenwild Heli-
co pter base to  pick  up the sto k es 
basket and to dro  o  lenn. The 
dro  o  oint re uired only one 
o f  us at time due to  altitude and 
w inds. Star 9 w as able to  dro p me 
o  at , t in a clearin  on the 
ridgeline abo v e Annie’ s Junctio n. 
T his put me 200 yards uphill f ro m 
the subj ect. I  made my w ay do w n 
to  them as Star 9 w ent back  to  
K eenw ild to  pick  up Glenn.

I  made co ntact w ith State Park s 
Samuel K ing and the subj ect w ho  
w as lying do w n in the middle o f  
the trail. Samuel had do ne a great 
j o b o f  k eeping him w arm and as 
co mf o rtable as po ssible w hile 
w aiting f o r help. Af ter pro v iding 

uids and encoura ement we ot 
him up o n his f eet,  but he w as 
very weak and was su erin  rom 
sev ere muscle cramps. W e had to  
get him back  to  the helico pter pick  
up po int ( 200 yards uphill)  as the 
current lo catio n w as no t suitable 
f o r a ho ist due to  the to po graphy. 
Sam and I  assisted the subj ect to  
the ex tractio n po int w here Glenn 
w as already w aiting w ith the 
Sto k es bask et assembled. H e w as 
able to  bear w eight o n his o w n,  so  
w e o pted to  use a screamer suite 
instead o f  the sto k es bask et. Star 
9 ho isted the Subj ect and returned 
him to  K eenw ild w here AMR  w as 

w aiting to  pro v ide f urther medical 
attentio n.

State Park s member Samuel K ing 
returned to  w ait w ith the bo dy 
o v ernight,  w hile o ther members 
o f  State Park s w ere to  arriv e later. 
T hey w o uld w ait f o r the co ro ner to  
arriv e Saturday mo rning and either 
ho isted the bo dy o ut o r w heel it 
back  to  tram. T hen Star 9 returned 
to  ho ist Glenn and the sto k es 
bask et back  to  K eenw ild and then 
back  to  ho ist me. Missio n w as o v er 
j ust bef o re midnight.

T hank  yo u R SO  Pilo t C had Marlatt 
and T FO  Jerry O sterlo h f o r a saf e 
missio n. Also  thank  yo u Samuel 
K ing o f  State Park s f o r hik ing o ut 
and mak ing initial co ntact and 
pro v iding assistance.

O ur sincerest co ndo lences go  o ut 
to  the f amily and lo v ed o nes o f  the 
deceased.

Hikers Story:

T he tw o  hik ers started f ro m 
H umber Park  w ith heav y pack s 
at 12: 00pm o n August 10th. T heir 
plan w as to  summit San Jacinto  
Peak  and then camp o v ernight at 
R o und Valley. T emperatures and 
humidity w ere abo v e av erage in 
the high co untry. O ne o f  the hik ers 
decided to  hik e ahead and passed 
Annie’ s Junctio n. T he seco nd hik er 
came upo n his f riend j ust bef o re 
W ellman C ienega and f o und him 
lying o n the trail. H e repo rted that 
he f o und him unrespo nsiv e,  no t 
breathing and w itho ut a pulse. 
H e tried do ing C PR  and q uick ly 
realiz ed he needed to  get help. 
Af ter already hik ing 4.5 miles w ith 
clo se to  3 , 000f t o f  elev atio n gain 
at altitude during the ho ttest part 
o f  the day he w as ex periencing 
sympto ms o f  dehydratio n. H e 
tried getting cell signal but w as 
unable to  get a distress call o ut. 
H e made it back  0.10 miles N W  o f  
Annie’ s Junctio n w here his bo dy 
seiz ed up and w as unable to  mo v e. 
H e co ntinued to  try to  call f o r help 
and was finally able to et a text 
message o ut.

RMRU Members Involved: 
Glenn H enderso n and 
T yler Shumw ay.

Sheriff’s Aviation: 
Pilo t C had Marlo t and 
T FO  Jerry O sterlo h.

State Parks: 
Samuel K ing and o ther State Park  
Perso ns w ho  came o ut af ter w e 
lef t.

Map of where things happened
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Lake Hemet Mud Fl ow
August 16 , 2018
Garner V alley, Lake Hemet
Written by Eric Holden

Af ter the C ransto n Fire R MR U  w as 
ask ed to  assist multiple days w ith 
po ssible mudslides and actual 
mudslides.

  We were asked to sta e at 
Lak e H emet as thundersto rms 
w ere ex pected in the area. I  met 
with Alex at the Sheri  station and 
started up the mo untain. W hile 
driv ing alo ng the 74 betw een 
Mo untain C enter and Lak e H emet 
a large cell passed o v erhead and 
w as dumping lo ts o f  rain. Activ e 
mud ows were comin  down the 
hillside w e saw  so me mino r ro ck  
f all. W e arriv ed at the lak e to  a co n-
tinued heav y do w npo ur. W e w o uld 
w ait a f ew  ho urs mo re as C altrans 
cleared the highw ay. O ther than 
the debris o n the ro ad there w ere 
no  o ther incidents.

8/17 – We were called again a�er a 
large cell passed over Hurkey Creek 
and caused a large mudslide. From 
a witness “A 20� high wall of mud 
and trees”. �e mudslide was over, 
but we were tasked to head near the 
beginning of the mudslide as a few 
homes are back there. Shani, Dana 
and I met with DSSAR and RSO 
Deputies, James and Waters. We 
caravanned through the mudslides 
and had to pull one of the vehicles 
out due to how deep the mud was. 
We made it to the homeowners 
and miraculously the slide went all 
around their buildings but didn’t 
touch them. Power and water were 
cut o�. �ey were very happy to 
see us. We checked on a few more 
homes before heading back down 
the mountain. 

8/20 – We were called out again due 
to possible thunder storms. I met 
Shani at the Station and we drove 
up to Lake Hemet. Once there the 
skies were clear, and the new weath-
er report showed 0% chance of rain. 
We got the ok to leave the scene and 
headed back down the mountain.

RMRU Members Involved: 
E ric H o lden,  Shani Pynn,  
D ana Po tts,  Alex  R illo raz a,  and 
T yler Shumw ay.

Batista Canyon Search
August 27 , 2018
Batista Canyon Hemet Area
Written by Kaitlyn Purington

O n Mo nday,  Aug 27,  at aro und 
10pm at night,  D ispatch receiv ed a 
call f ro m a f rantic and diso riented 
nephew . T he nephew  had claimed 
that his uncle and he w ere o ut near 
his uncle’ s mine claim in B atista 
C anyo n near T ripp Flats. W hen 
Riverside Sheri s De artment 
respo nded,  to  the nephew ,  they 
f o und the nephew  near the uncle’ s 
vehicle on orest Road S  below 
Little C ahuilla Mo untain.

Acco rding to  the nephew ,  the v ehi-
cle’ s w indo w  had been smashed in 
the nephew s attempt to  enter and 
ho tw ire the car to  get help. Af ter 
this attempt f ailed he called 911. 
T he nephew  w ho  w as at the time 
under the in uence o  dru s, was 
q uick ly sent to  the ho spital as the 
department tried to  piece to gether 
the bits o f  inf o rmatio n f ro m the 
nephew .

Af ter calling the uncle’ s relativ es,  
the department w as able to  put to -
gether a mo re co mplete sto ry. T he 
uncle,  an av id miner and j ew elry 
mak er,  had tak en this sho rt trip 
w ith his nephew . T he uncle w as 
ex perienced in spending the night 
o utdo o rs and w o uld o f ten leav e 
f o r a f ew  days at a time to  spend at 
his mine. T he f amily reassured the 
department that this w as no rmal.

RMR  was notified that ni ht and 
w as to ld that a search w o uld be 
carried o ut in the mo rning o f  the 
28 th f o r the uncle. T he department 
did a preliminary search during the 
night f o r the uncle. Since the sto ry 
w as still being pieced to gether,  the 

Truck after rain at ake emet

ome wner thanking RMRU 
member ana

Shani and Mudslide ile Up
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department decided a mo rning 
search w o uld be the saf est and 
most e ective or RMR .

O n the mo rning o f  the 28 th,  Stev e,  
K ev in,  E ric,  and myself  respo nded 
to the Hemet Sheri  De artment 
at 08 00 ho urs w here w e w ere 
debrief ed. Af ter that,  w e dro v e to  
a lo catio n to  see if  w e co uld o b-
serv e the truck  thro ugh bino culars. 
Af ter a bit o f  tro uble being able to  
see o v er a small hill. Stev e,  K ev in,  
E ric,  and I ,  w ere driv en by o ne o f  
the deputies to  the lo catio n o f  
the truck. We rode in the sheri s 
v ehicle as a helico pter team had 
determined that the ro ad w as no t 
suitable f o r the R MR U  truck  the 
night bef o re.

W hen w e arriv ed at the lo catio n 
o f  w here the truck  w as the night 
bef o re,  it w as no  lo nger there. T he 
uncle had driv en aw ay so metime 
betw een o ur arriv al and the night 
bef o re. A f ew  days later,  the Sher-
i  De artment ot word rom the 
U ncle’ s f amily that he had co ntact-
ed them and that he w as o k ay.

RMRU Members Involved: 
Stev e B ryant,  E ric H o lden,  
K ev in K earn,  and 
K aitlyn Puringto n.

Lost Hiker - 
Hagador Canyon
August 31, 2018
South of Tin Mine Canyon
Written by Tyler Shumway

I  receiv ed a call o ut at 1: 40pm 
w hile I  w as in B anning tak ing 
pictures f o r w o rk . I  w as to  repo rt 
to  H emet R yan f o r a ho ist missio n. 
Af ter suiting up w e w ere in the 
air ust be ore m. Sheri s 
Av iatio n had lo cated a f emale 
hiker o  trail and in stee  terrain 
af ter she w as able to  call 911 f o r 
assistance. She w as o n a steep 
f ace in H agado r C anyo n w hich is 
j ust so uth o f  the po pular T in Mine 
C anyo n.

I  w as inserted in a nearby clear-
ing that allo w ed me to  co nto ur 
alo ng the hill side to  the subj ect’ s 
lo catio n. Af ter a sho rt bushw hack  
I  made co ntact. She w as in go o d 
spirits and stated that she go t 
o  trail and could not continue 
any f urther due to  the steep and 
lo o se terrain. I  gav e her w ater and 
snack s as she had run o ut a f ew  
ho urs ago .

Af ter caref ully side hilling in dense 
bush w e made o ur w ay back  to  
the clearing f o r the ho ist. W e w ere 
bo th ho isted o ne af ter the o ther 
and returned to  C o ro na Municipal 
Air ort or dro  o . We then ew 
back  to  H emet R yan. Missio n w as 
a 90 by 3 : 3 0pm.

RMRU Members Involved: 
T yler Shumw ay.

Sheri s Aviation  
Pilo t E ric B ashta and 
T FO  Jerry O sterlo h

Fe rn Basin Rescue
September 13, 2018
Fe rn V alley Basin Campground
Written by Glenn Henderson

T he team receiv ed a call f o r a 
missing 8 0-year-o ld man o ut o f  the 
Fern Valley B asin C ampgro und at 
2: 3 0 PM. I  respo nded to  the H emet 
Sheri s station and drove one 
o f  o ur rescue truck s to  the camp-
gro und. W hile driv ing to  basecamp 
I  heard that he had no t been miss-
ing o nly tw o  ho urs but had been 
last seen at 9 AM. T his gav e him a 
lo t mo re time to  get f urther aw ay 
into  the w ilderness.

W hen I  arriv ed at base D eputy 
Geo rge Sco tt’ s blo o dho und,  C o p-
per,  had pick ed up his trail and had 
track ed him abo ut half  a mile f ro m 
cam . ur sub ect was o  the trail 
and do w n but o therw ise in pretty 
go o d shape. I  go t o ur litter and 
w heel and w ith help f ro m o ther 
deputies and C al Fire w e w heeled 
do w n to  the subj ect,  lo aded him 
up and carried him back  to  base 
camp. American Medical R espo nse 
w as w aiting and started a medi-
cal evaluation. A ter some uids 
w ere giv en to  him it lo o k ed lik e he 
would be fine.

I  lo aded o ur gear back  up and 
headed back  to  H emet.

RMRU Members Involved: 
Michael Geo rge,  Glenn H enderso n,  
Shani Pynn,  and Alex  R illo raz a.

The nephew had claimed 
that his uncle and he were 
out near his uncle’s mine 
claim

RMRU RESCUER - 
                     K AI T LY N  PU R I N GT O N
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Box Springs 
Missing Persons
September 18, 2018
Moreno V alley
Written by Glenn Henderson

T he team w as called o ut to  B o x  
Springs in Mo reno  Valley f o r f o ur 
lo st peo ple at 9: 20 PM. I  respo nd-
ed to  the basecamp and f o und that 
a lo cal resident had a q uad that he 
had driv en clo se to  the subj ects. 
H e w as able to  pick  up tw o  o f  them 
while a Sheri s ser eant was able 
to  use her v ehicle to  pick  up the 
o ther tw o . O nce ev eryo ne w as o ut 
o  the field we all went home at  
PM.

RMRU Members Involved: 
C o rey E lliso n,  Michael Geo rge,  
Glenn H enderso n,  and 
Alex  R illo raz a.

J uniper Fl ats Search
September 27 , 2018
Perris Area
Written by Eric Holden

R MR U  w as activ ated to  help 
search f o r a missing 78 -year-o ld 
o ut o f  the Juniper Flats Area. 
R MR U ,  R iv erside Search D o gs,  
Riverside Sheri  loodhounds, 
R iv erside Av iatio n,  R O VE ,  Mo unt-
ed Po sse and the D ro ne team 
w o uld search o v er the nex t three 
days. U nf o rtunately,  he w as f o und 
deceased. O ur tho ughts go  o ut to  
his f riends and f amily.

RMRU Members Involved: 
Stev e B ryant,  Glenn H enderso n,  
E ric H o lden,  Shani Pynn,  
Alex  R illo raz a,  and Gw enda Y ates.

Lake Hemet 
Mudslide Standby
October 01, 2018
Garner V alley, Lake Hemet
Written by Shani Pynn

At ro ughly 10: 3 0 AM Mo nday w e 
w ere called o ut to  standby at Lak e 
H emet to  assist w ith a respo nse to  
po tential mudslides later that day. 
W e had been adv ised the w eek  be-
f o re that w e might be called o ut,  
so  I  had already check ed w ith the 
bo sses abo ut leav ing w o rk  early. 
T he Lak e H emet and H urk ey C reek  
areas had had mudslides already 
this year and the w eather f o recast 
had a large po tential f o r rainf all.

I  pick ed up o ur team v ehicle f ro m 
the Sheri s station and arrived at 
the Lak e H emet statio n at ro ughly 
1: 3 0 PM. T here,  I  met Stev e and 
D ana,  as w ell as the f o lk s f ro m the 
D esert SAR  team w ho  had also  
co me to  help. D uring o ur time o n 
standby the w eather threatened to  
rain in the area with ood oten-
tial sev eral times,  but ev entually 
cleared up eno ugh that w e w ere 
able to  head ho me f o r the night. 
W e lef t the statio n at abo ut 8  PM 
and I  returned o ur v ehicle bef o re 
heading ho me.

RMRU Members Involved: 
Stev e B ryant,  D ana Po tts,  and 
Shani Pynn.

Rescue Massacre Canyon
October 03, 2018
Hills above city of San J acinto
Written by Tyler Shumway

R MR U  receiv ed a call o ut 9: 00am 
o n W ednesday f o r a stranded 
hik er in Massacre C anyo n. Glenn 
and I were the first to arrive on 
scene. T he hik er had cell signal and 
w as able to  call f o r help. She had 
climbed u  the cli  side rom the 
bo tto m o f  the canyo n and co uld 
no t go  any f urther due to  the steep 
and lo o se terrain.

Glenn and I  geared up and to o k  
the high trail. Shani arriv ed sho rt-
ly af ter and started in f ro m the 
lower trail canyon oor . lenn 
and I  co ntacted the subj ect w ithin 
20 minutes and no ticed she w as 
acco mpanied by ano ther hik er. T he 
hik er w as no t part o f  her gro up and 
had already ascended the cli  ace 
to  help. B y the time w e go t direct-
ly abo v e them they had already 
climbed up mo st o f  the w ay ev en 
af ter being to ld to  stay put and 
w ait f o r a ro pe.

I  do w n climbed to  them w ith a 
ro pe and put a co il o n the subj ect 
w ho  initially called f o r help as she 
w as struggling the mo st. T he hik er 
that pro v ided helped w as able to  
climb o ut w itho ut assistance. W ith 
Glenn o n belaying,  w e climbed 
back  up to  the high trail and k ept 
her o n belay thro ugho ut the 
traverse back to the canyon oor. 
T he hik er w as reunited w ith her 
f amily and the missio n w as o v er by 
11: 3 0am.

RMRU Members Involved: 
Glenn H enderso n,  Shani Pynn,  
Alex  R illo raz a,  and T yler Shumw ay.

RMRU and S R 
Rescurers Standing y
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Fl ash Fl ood Search
October 04-06 , 2018
Box Canyon Road near Mecca
Written by Kaitlyn Purington

n Saturday, ctober th, the 
search continued or the ash 

ood victim in the ox Canyon 
R o ad Flo o d. T o ny,  Michael,  Shani,  
E ric,  C o rey,  and I  all respo nded at 
0700 ho urs to  the co mmand po st 
that had been established tw o  
days prio r.

The search e ort was bolstered 
by a mutual aid req uest thro ugh 
the Cali ornia ce o  mer ency 
Serv ices,  w hich bro ught search 
and rescue teams f ro m thro ugh-
o ut C alif o rnia. Search and R escue 
T eams f ro m R iv erside C o unty,  
San B ernardino  C o unty,  I mperial 
C o unty,  San D iego  C o unty,  O range 
C o unty,  Lo s Angeles C o unty,  and 
K ern C o unty,  alo ng w ith assistance 
f ro m the B ureau o f  Land Manage-
ment.

Additio nal reso urces included 
round search teams, o road 

v ehicle searchers,  helico pters and 
fixed win  air lanes rom the sher-

i s de artment and the Cali or-
nia Hi hway atrol, the sheri s 
department div e team,  numero us 
search canine teams,  and v ario us 
specializ ed eq uipment f ro m the 
Sheri s De artment Ha ardous 
D ev ice T eam. T hat eq uipment 
included gro und penetrating radar 
and ex cav atio n heav y eq uipment. 
T he Jo shua T ree Search and R es-
cue f amily suppo rt unit assisted in 
pro v iding reso urces to  Mr. Go yal’ s 
f amily.

A ter a uick briefin , the teams 
w ere div ided and giv en search 
assignments. T eam H igh Gro und 
co nsisted o f  E ric,  Shani,  C o rey,  Jo e 
( a member o f  D SAR ) ,  and I . T he 
task  f o r this gro up w as to  driv e 
to  the beginning o f  the canyo n,  
to  the po int w here the ro ad re-
mained intact. O nce at this po int,  
this team w as f urther div ided into  
tw o  additio nal teams. Shani,  Jo e,  
and I  searched alo ng the w estern 
ridge o f  the canyo n w hile E ric and 
C o rey searched the eastern ridge. 
D uring this time,  w e w ere lo o k ing 
f o r any track s o r ev idence that the 
v ictim might hav e tried to  escape 
the ood to reach hi her round. 

T his also  allo w ed us to  lo o k  f ro m 
a higher v antage po int into  the 
canyo n as w e co ntinued to  lo o k  f o r 
the v ictim. D uring this time,  T o ny 
and Michael assisted o ther teams 
as they co ntinued to  lo o k  f o r mo re 
ev idence w ithin the lo w er parts 
o f  the canyo n. D uring this search,  
no thing o f  interest w as f o und.

Af ter bo th areas w ere co v ered,  
R MR U  members returned to  
the co mmand statio n at aro und 
1200 ho urs and receiv ed a seco nd 
assignment. T o  the so uth o f  the 
canyo n,  f o llo w ing the path o f  the 

ood, there was a lar e debris 
field. Michael, Tony, Corey, ric, 
Shani,  Jo e,  and I  w ent to  this de-
bris field and be an to search. We 
co nducted a line search to  accu-
rately co v er the area. T he debris 
field itsel  was about t dee  in 
so me areas,  co v ered in so il,  trash,  
f allen lo gs,  and o ther decaying 
plant material. D uring the search 
o  this debris field, 

Rescurers Standing above reek low

Road Undermined
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the  o nly no table things that w ere 
f o und w ere so me car parts that 
co uld hav e been f ro m the v ictim’ s 
v ehicle. Af ter co nducting a search 
o  the field, this team continued 
to  search aro und a f ew  po nds that 
had been le t by the ood a little 
east o  the debris field. A ain, this 
search did not find anythin  note-
w o rthy. W e returned to  co mmand 
and relayed this inf o rmatio n at 
1400 ho urs.

N umero us items related to  the v e-
hicle w ere lo cated thro ugho ut B o x  
C anyo n. Mr. Ank it w as no t lo cated 
during the search. T he gro und 
search w as suspended o n O cto ber 

,  however, other search 
e orts will continue.

RMRU Members Involved: 
C o rey E lliso n,  Michael Geo rge,  
Glenn H enderso n,  E ric H o lden,  
T o ny H ughes,  K aitlyn Puringto n,  
Shani Pynn,  Alex  R illo raz a,  and 
Gw enda Y ates.

Skyline Trail 
Technical Rescue
October 07 , 2018
Near Tramway below 
Grubs Notch
Written by Eric Holen

“ E x perience is simply the name w e 
giv e o ur mistak es”  O scar W ilde

T he call came o ut at 4pm,  ho ist 
f o r a stuck  hik er ( Alex )  o n the 
Sk yline trail. Mo st helico pter ho ist 
missio ns are q uick  and easy,  this 
w o uld be the ex ceptio n to  the 
no rm. I  met Glenn at the av iatio n 
han er and we find out that we 
hav e a stuck  hik er abo ut 8 , 100f t 
up o n the side o f  San Jacinto  Mt. 
abo v e the Sk yline trav erse. H e 
had hik ed,  and then climbed,  into  
an area w here he co uld no  lo nger 
ascend o r descend. W e grabbed a 
climbing ro pe and sev eral slings 
and w ere q uick ly o n o ur w ay w ith 
the Sheri s Aviation team Star  
o f  Mik e C alho un ( Pilo t)  and E ric 
B ashta ( T FO ) . Af ter circling the 
area many times, we finally locat-
ed Alex . H e w as o n a granite pillar 
on the side o  a cli .

U nf o rtunately,  the terrain w as to o  
steep and had to o  many trees to  

er orm a hoist icko . Instead 
o f  putting the missio n o n ho ld,  I  
let R SO  av iatio n k no w  that they 
could dro  o  at a known hoist 
ex tractio n po int at 7, 400f t and 
w e w o uld hik e f ro m there. W hile 
C alho un held the helico pter 
steady,  B ashta w o uld lo w er bo th 
Glenn and I  do w n w itho ut incident. 
Star-9 pro ceeded to  Palm Springs 
Air ort to monitor our radio tra c 
and w ait f o r the ex tractio n call.

Glenn and I  started o ur hik e up the 
Sk yline trail f o r abo ut 100f t be-
f o re ascending a 50-degree gulley 
heading to w ards Alex . W ith the 
sunlight f ading,  night q uick ly set 
upo n us. U nder headlamps the gul-
ley ev entually ran o ut and w e w ere 
met by granite f aces. W e ro ped up 
and Glenn pro ceeded to  belay me 
w hile I  climbed until the ro pe ran 
o ut. I  w o uld then belay Glenn up 
to  me. T his pro cess w as repeated 3  
times w rapping slings aro und trees 
and bo ulders f o r ancho r po ints. My 
final climb was u  the  illar to 
reach Alex . H e w as v ery co ld,  

uried Sign

nother uried Sign

lenn coming up ulley

M I S S I O N  R E V I E W S   A P RI L  -  OC T OB E R 2 0 1 8



R M R U  N E W S L E TTE R

2 2

shiv ering,  and ex tremely thank f ul 
to  see ano ther so ul.

Af ter getting Alex  a j ack et,  I  creat-
ed a “ Sw iss Seat”  o ut o f  w ebbing 
f o r him to  use as a harness. I  then 
belayed Alex back down o  the il-
lar and back  do w n to  Glenn bef o re 
do w n climbing myself . W e w o uld 
then setup 3  mo re belay statio ns 
to  get back  do w n to  the “ lev el”  
50-degree gulley. Fro m there it 
w as a q uick  hik e do w n to  o ur inser-
tio n po int. 

Glenn co ntacted Star-9 and w ith-
in minutes they w ere ho v ering 
o v erhead. W e suited Alex  up in a 
screamer suit w hich he gav e truth 
to  the name. As he w as being 
lif ted there w as a reso unding 
“ W o o o aaah! ” . Av iatio n dro pped 
Alex o  and returned to ick u  

lenn and mysel . I finally made it 
back  to  my ho use at 1am the nex t 
day… . N o t q uite the q uick  ho ist 
missio n.

What went wrong?  

Alex  w as hik ing the Sk yline trail,  
o ne o f  the hardest trails in N o rth 
America. 8 000f t o f  elev atio n 
gain o v er 11miles. At the trav erse 
aro und 7, 500f t,  he lo st the trail and 
pro ceeded to  head straight up the 
side o f  the mo untain. H e didn’ t 
realiz e that mo st o f  the slo pes 
hav e abo ut 200f t o f  steep granite 
bef o re cresting the to p. 

H e co ntinued climbing and ev en-
tually co uldn’ t go  any f urther and 
w as to o  sk etched o ut to  descend. 
H e rightf ully made the decisio n 
to  stay put and call 911. I f  he had 
attempted to  mo v e,  any mistak e 
w o uld hav e resulted in a f all w ith 
ex treme inj ury o r po ssibly w o rse.

RMRU Members Involved: 
Glenn H enderso n and E ric H o lden.

Sheriff’s Aviation Team (Star-9):  
Mik e C alho un ( Pilo t)  and 
E ric B ashta ( T FO ) .

Lost Hiker Willow Creek
October 10, 2018
San J acinto Mountains
Written by Eric Holden

2100 ho urs,  the call f o r a lo st hik er 
( R ichard)  o n the W illo w  C reek  trail 
co mes o ut. I  meet T yler at the 
Av iatio n H anger o nly to  be to ld 

by ST AR -9 that the mo untain is 
so ck ed in and they w o uld be un-
able to y. We et the messa e to 
the entire team that this is no  lo n-
ger a ho ist,  but a f ull team callo ut.

T yler and I  head to  H umber park  
and begin o ur hik e up D ev il’ s Slide. 
I f  the subj ect stays put it w ill be 
about a mile hike to him. I  he 
moves and we cannot find him 
Shani and Alex  w ill start up the 
trail heading to w ards T ahq uitz  
Valley. Abo ut 1.7 miles up the trail 
T yler go es “ D id yo u hear that? ”  W e 
sto p and hear a call f o r help. W e 
res ond Richard  and confirm 
it is him. H e is o n the D ev il’ s Slide 
trail hik ing do w n. W e q uick ly meet 
up w ith him using his cell pho ne as 
a light so urce and pro v ide him w ith 
w ater,  calo ries and a head lamp. 
W e made it back  to  H umber park  
at 1: 3 0am the nex t mo rning.

What went wrong? Richard went to 
hike the peak starting at 2pm from 
the tram. He decided to come back 
down at some point and missed 
the turn at Wellman’s Divide. He 
took this to Saddle Junction and 
then started down Willow Creek 
Trail. Temps were in the high 30s 
and being lost and cold clouded 
his judgement causing him to back 
track multiple times trying to �nd a 
way out being unsure of his loca-
tion. Once on the phone with RSO 
they were able to calm his nerves 
and he was able to return to Saddle 
Junction.

RMRU Members Involved: 
Eric Holden, Shani Pynn, 
Alex Rilloraza, and Tyler Shumway.
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A B O U T R I V E R S I D E  M O U N TA I N  R E S C U E  U N I T
F O U N D E D  1 9 6 1

M E M B E R  M O U N TA I N  R E S C U E  A S S O C I A TI O N  1 9 6 3
G O V E R N I N G  B O D Y :  R I V E R S I D E  C O U N TY  S H E R I F F ’ S  D E P A R TM E N T

M E M B E R S :  ORI G I N A L :  6  |  C U RRE N T  M E M B E RS :  3 2
A N N U A L  B U D G E T:  ORI G I N A L  $ 2 0 0  |  C U RRE N T  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0

M I S S I O N S :  T OT A L  OV E R 2 , 0 0 0  |  A V E RA G E  P E R M ON T H :  3 . 3 3  

BECOME A SUSTAINING MEMBER
S U S TA I N I N G  M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C A TO N

Y our D on aton  i s deduct i b le f rom  b oth yo ur st ate an d f ederal taxe s
RMRU tax ID number for Not-for-Profit status 95-2497048

N A M E   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

A D D RE S S  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

C I T Y  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   S T A T E  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _    Z I P  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Membership Types:
O   B en ef act or C lub     $ 1 , 0 0 0  +
O   S um m i t C lub          $ 5 0 0
O   P atron  C lub            $ 2 0 0
O   C en tury C lub          $ 1 0 0
O   S upporti n g  C lub      $ 2 5

Please send your donation to:

Riverside Mountain Rescue Unit
43950 Acacia Street
Hemet, California 92544

TRAINING CALENDAR 

Mt. Baldy Ice and Snow                Jan. 05 - 06

Mock Mission                                      January 26

Ice Axe, Snowshoe, & Anchors  Feb. 09 - 10

Re-Certification Sno   ce        March 02                      

Technical Rock                                   April 06 -07 

Helitac                                                   May 04 

MRA Spring Conference               June 07 -0 9

RMRU BOARD MEMBERS 
2018

Eric Holden - President

Glenn Henderson - 1st Vice-President

Kevin Kearn - 2nd Vice-President

Ray Weden - Secretary

Tony Hughes - Member at Large

Newsletter Editor - Gary Farris



Help save a life.
                                          Join RMRU

Courage.
      Commitment.
            Compassion.

rmru.org




